
Trail & Stream Improvements
Two Capital Projects have been approved for Wildwood 
Park - Streambank Stabilization and Trail Reconstruction. 

Streambank Stabilization will re-grade and maintain a total of 
600 linear feet of Paxton Creek’s streambank. It will provide 
bank stabilization measures to restore natural stream flow 
and reduce streambank erosion. The project will focus on 
the stream section between the Paxton Creek Bridge and the 
recently renovated boardwalk bridges. It is Phase 1A of our 
Wildwood Restoration Project. 

Trail Reconstruction will reconstruct and repave a total of 
900 linear feet of the paved Wildwood Way Trail. This 
work will occur from the Paxton Creek Bridge to the north 
past the North Boardwalk Trailhead. The work includes 
the replacement of the 100-foot raised boardwalk with 
an elevated trail section, storm water control measures 
and regrading/paving the 50-foot entrance to the North 
Boardwalk.

Intermittent trail closures for the Trail Reconstruction are 
expected, especially during peak construction. Stay up to 
date on project start dates, trail closures and other important 
details on our website. We are excited for these much needed 
Wildwood Improvements!

Thank you Trail & Stream Project Supporters! 

Kathryn Bartizek 
Douglas Bonsall and Craig Staller  
Carol DiMartile 
Aaron Dow 
David Gassert 
Erik Hernandez 
Amy Karlsson 
Ryan McDaniel 
Kara Perella 
Emily Raffensberger 
Heidi Sell 
Sue Sites 
Elizabeth Skolnicki 
Megan Smith
 
You can help support 
this project too by 
going to our website and clicking on Support. 
 
Major Sponsors: 
PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Friends of Wildwood

A word from

Wildwood
Summer 2026

The goal of Friends of Wildwood is to preserve and support 
Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center.

Example of a similar stream  
improvement in Wildwood (2020)

Project Feederwatch Update
This year Wildwood participated in our 23rd season of 
Feederwatch, a program that collects community data 
through bird surveys run by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
From November to April, our two dedicated volunteers, Jill 
Buhrman and Marcia Parker, conducted these surveys with 
the help of Appalachian Audubon and our free monthly 
Birds & Coffee Program. Collectively they observed 38 
different bird species, including some more unique visitors 
like a Rose-breasted Grossbeak, a Winter Wren, a Red-
breasted Nuthatch, a Purple Finch, an Eastern Phoebe and 
more. Our feeders were well-loved by woodpeckers with 5 of 
our 6 most common woodpeckers being observed (missing 
a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker). The most consistent visitors 
were Mourning Doves and Red-winged Blackbirds, as they 
were present during every single count. We look forward to 
continuing to participate in this project and learn more about 
Wildwood’s birds. Spring 2026 Standard Header 

The goal... 

Visitation Soared in 2025 
 
Nature Center tallied 34,199 visitors— the highest since 
2019— and the Towpath Trail had 125,206 outdoor      
visitors. Staff are excited to see these numbers level out 
since Covid-19 and are anticipating even more for 2026! 

Bird Safe Harrisburg  
 
Saturday, March 7 from 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm               Free 
Join Appalachian Audubon Society to learn about their 
Bird Safe Harrisburg initiative. A major component of 
this initiative is a bird collision monitoring program 
which aims to identify the timing of collisions, what bird 
species are most affected and what buildings in                
Harrisburg are most deadly. Attendees will learn about 
the preliminary conclusions from 2025, how to make 
their home or business bird-safe, and, if interested, how to 
volunteer for the program to help save birds. Pre-
registration is not required for this program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explore Wildwood Park’s treasured wetlands for our 26th 
Annual Wetlands Festival! Join us Saturday, April 25 
from 10:00 am—4:00 pm for free, fun and educational 
activities with special musical guests: Joe Pye and Neidig 
& Koretzky and food trucks: Williams Catering and TO 
Espresso. Enjoy wildlife exhibits and learn from a wide 
variety of local and regional environmental organizations. 
Interact with live animals from Miller’s Wildlife and 
Conservation Specialists and make crafts to take home. 
Participate in guided walks throughout the day led by             
experienced volunteers. There is something for everyone 
to enjoy! Check out the Wetlands Festival tab on our 
website for the full schedule of events! 
 

2026 Guided Walks 
All walks meet in front of the Nature Center. 
-8:00 am Bird Walk with Kevin Shannon, Appalachian 
Audubon Society and Wildwood Park Volunteer  
-10:00 am Bird Walk with Glenn Mitzel, Appalachian 
Audubon Society and Wildwood Park Volunteer  
-11:00 am Wildflower Walk with Jane Earle,                 
Wildwood Park Volunteer 
-1:00 pm Tree Walk with Eric O’Neal, Goods Tree & 
Lawn Care Arborist  

Wild About Dogs 
 

Don’t forget to bring your furry friends and join the 
Friends of Wildwood at their FIFTH annual dog-
friendly event on Saturday, May 9 from 10:00 am—2:00 
pm. This year, the Friends would like to extend a special 
invitation to all current Friends of Wildwood Dog  
Members. There will be human food, homemade pet 
treats, vendors, demonstrations, dog photo ops, raffle 
baskets, information on 
pet-centered vendors in 
the area and much 
more! This program is 
free to attend; please 
make sure to have all 
dogs leashed for the 
duration of the event. 
See you there tongue 
out, tail wagging!  

America250 
 
Did you know our nation will celebrate its 250th         
birthday this July? In light of that, special programs will 
be offered within the Dauphin County Parks System to 
highlight our rich heritage and commemorate this        
historical milestone for our country. Stay informed by 
visiting explorewildwoodpark.org and forthunter.org for 
a full list of the summer’s celebrations!  

Project Updates 
 

Wildwood Trail and Site Improvements are planned to 
take place this summer and fall. Improvements include 
renovation of a section of Wildwood Way Trail on the 
east side of the Park; streambank stabilization measures 
to help prevent erosion and protect the boardwalks;          
improved ADA access to trails and other site                
improvements.  

The streambank stabilization is Phase 1A of the                 
Wildwood Restoration Project.  

Support this project at explorewildwoodpark.org, click 
on Support!  
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America250 
 

In light of our nations 250th birthday Wildwood has two 
special programs planned.  
 
Kids Discover: Bald Eagles (ages 5-10) 
Sunday, June 14     
1:30 pm–3:00 pm      $5 per child, chaperones are free 
During this program we will explore the world of bald  
eagles, discover their “super” powers and conduct an     
experiment to see why eagles can soar for hours! Join a 
Naturalist as we honor our Nation’s 250th birthday with a 
closer look at our National Bird. Register online.  
 
Our Ancient American Sycamore Tree  
Saturday, June 20     
9:00 am–12:00 pm                         Free 
Join a Naturalist along the East Shore Trail, one of         
Wildwood’s less-traveled trails. Participants will hike     
approximately half a mile into the trail where a Naturalist 
will reveal this American Sycamore’s age. Facts about 
Sycamores and how to age a living tree will be provided. 
Please dress for the weather and wear sturdy closed-toe 
shoes. Participants can access the north or south entrance 
to the East Shore Trail via the paved Wildwood Way 
Trail. Park at the Nature Center and begin walking north 
on Wildwood Way Trail. Pre-registration not required.  
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Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature 
Center are part of the Dauphin County Parks and Recre-
ationDepartment. The Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center 
is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and is closed Mondays and holidays. Wildwood Park’s trails 
are open from dawn until dusk. Programs can be viewed at 
explorewildwoodpark.org/events and questions directed to 
wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov

County Commissioners
Justin Douglas, Chairman
Mike Pries 
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Anthea Stebbins
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A Word from the President 
 
DID YOU KNOW that Wildwood Park began as 
the result of a nationwide environmental movement 
and has connections to a notable list of naturalists 
and landscape designers? The land now occupied by 
Wildwood Park was targeted as part of the late 
nineteenth – early twentieth century City Beautiful 
Movement, an effort to promote civic pride and  
engagement in urban design nationwide.  
 
In Harrisburg, the movement was promoted by local 
businessman and civic leader J. Horace McFarland. 
McFarland, along with a team of like-minded      
associates including noted Landscape Architect 
Warren Manning, developed a masterplan for parks 
and other upgrades in Pennsylvania’s state capital 
that included the area then known as Wetzel’s 
Swamp, later called Wildwood Lake Sanctuary and 
now known as Wildwood Park.  
 
Today we have Wildwood as a local resource to  
enjoy and learn from everyday thanks to the      
foresight of earlier visionaries and the responsible 
current stewardship of the Dauphin County Parks 
and Recreation Department. Come and enjoy all 
that Wildwood has to offer – special programs, 
workshops, celebration days, hiking trails, quiet 
meditation, environmental displays, and the Nature 
Shop. We look forward to your visit! 
 
See you at Wildwood, 
Jim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Word from Wildwood 
is published quarterly by 

Friends of Wildwood 
100 Wildwood Way 

Harrisburg, PA 17110 
(717) 221-0292 

explorewildwoodpark.org 
Email: wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

 
Board Officers 

 Jim Caufield- President 
 Moe Hickey - Vice President 
 Shawn Scott - Secretary 
 Pam Kroh - Treasurer 

 
Board Members 

   Mary Bigelow, Ph.D.  Carol Lopus  
   Carol Buck   Walter E. Meshaka, Jr., Ph.D. 
   Patricia Cattuti  Mary Nancarrow 
   Virginia DeChristopher Chris Rebert 
   Thomas Hilbish  Jessica Shilladay 
   Kate Konkle   Anthea Stebbins 
   Lee Johnson    
   
    

As the summer sun streams through 
the brilliant green leaves of the trees,    
nature photographers take advantage 
of the beautiful natural light. Many 
are preparing for the 2023 Friends of    
Wildwood Photo Contest, finding just 
the right angle for the perfect shot.  
 
The Friends of Wildwood are seeking original,   
amateur photographs taken within one of the six 
Dauphin County Parks: Wildwood Park, Fort 
Hunter Park, Fort Hunter Conservancy, Detweiler 
Park, Wiconisco Creek Park or Lykens Glen Park. 
Photos should reflect wetlands habitat, flora, fauna, 
and activities, and convey the conservation values 
of the Park. Entry brochures, including contest    
eligibility and rules, are available online and at the 
Nature Center. Photographic entries will be         
accepted beginning on November 1, 2023. We look 
forward to seeing the splendor of our Parks               
represented in print once again. 

Welcome to Summer everyone. If you’re not a lover of 
heat and humidity, you are lucky indeed that Wildwood 
Park happily shares its trees, shade and coolness. Whatever 
Summer brings, Wildwood offers the perfect urban escape. 

And speaking of which, I offer an idea for quiet enjoyment of 
the outdoors, an activity that a visit to Wildwood embraces. 
This will not be new to some and hopefully intriguing to 
others. In any event, the Japanese origins of this idea defines 
something that just happens.

Shinrin-yoku is the practice of immersing yourself in the 
atmosphere of the forest. In ancient Japanese culture, this 
isn’t a new concept but its definition has only been around 
since 1982. Sometimes called Forest Bathing, this activity is 
time alone, sitting, or simply being in nature. Doesn’t that 
sound like a good idea? 

Whether you call it Shinrin-Yoku or Forest Bathing, the same 
results can be realized almost anywhere – on a park bench, a 
porch swing, a corner of your backyard. You get the idea.

And did you know that Wildwood regularly offers Forest 
Bathing as nature-based mindfulness walks, weekly wellness 
walks, and walks with a Doc. These are just some of the 
free activities you can enjoy at the Park, something you 
can practice as a newly found Life Hack – oh! another 
term - which is simply a strategy or technique adopted to 
manage one’s time and daily activities in a more efficient 
way. And what better place to Hack than Wildwood? Take 
a walk along any of the trails or a quick trek to a quiet place 
on a boardwalk and you’ve Hacked. Sit, listen, smell and 
rejuvenate. How long you Hack is up to you but give it a try. 
You’ll be glad you did.

So please take advantage of these activities at your Park and 
if you haven’t already, please join the Friends of Wildwood, 
the non-profit group that supports the Park. As a member 
of the Friends, you’ll feel more connected to the Park, the 
programs and the people. 

Thanks and see you at Wildwood,
Jim

Donation Requests

The Staff at Wildwood could use champagne corks and 
clean mason jars of various sizes for winter workshops. 
Additionally, we could use nature/bird themed magazines 
and calendars. If you have any of these items, please drop 
them off at the Front Desk in the Nature Center.
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Park Highlights

Balance surrounds us. The sun and moon, the land and 
water, how we balance our time - each of us experience 
balance differently. This year, each Artist was challenged 
to design an installation that incorporated the theme of 
‘Balance’ into their work and once again, they delivered in 
spectacular measure. Art In The Wild (AITW) has been a 
staple at Wildwood Park in the spring and summer months 
for the past 14 years. Talented Artists have continued to 
share their creative visions with Park users and this year, 
AITW welcomes 15 new installations to the 2026 exhibition, 
resulting in a total of 209 works of art that have been 
installed since AITW’s inception in 2013. This year’s Artists 
included seasoned AITW veterans, students and first-time 
participants. A celebration reception for the Artists was 
held earlier this year where Guest Evaluator and Curator 
at the Millworks, Tara Chickey, provided thoughtful and 
wholehearted evaluations of each Artist’s installations. She 
also presented awards to a select few.

If you are unable to walk the trails to see these installations 
in-person... that’s not a problem! Students from Capital Area 
School for the Arts filmed each installation, interviewed 
some of the Artists and have compiled a video of the sites. 
The video is available inside the Nature Center and on our 
website. Also available in the Nature Center next to the 
video display is a binder with additional information about 
each Artist. Visitors can peruse the binder at their leisure 
and get a behind-the-scenes look at the Artists’ process and 
procedure. The 15 installations will be on display until 
September 30. Visitors can vote for their 
favorite installations by scanning the QR 
code on the installation signs along the trail, 
inside the AITW brochure or on our website. 
The installations with the most votes will be 
announced via social media as the ‘People’s 
Choice’ recipient

It takes a tremendous amount of support to continue to bring 
AITW to Wildwood Park. A special Thank You to Manada 
Conservancy for being the Event Sponsor, to our Supporting 
Sponsor, Visit Hershey and Harrisburg, and to our Media 
Sponsor, TheBURG, who always does a wonderful job 
covering AITW each year. A big THANK YOU to each and 
every donor, volunteer, Artist and staff member who worked 
so hard to make this event possible. This exhibition does not 
happen without you. 

If you would like to support Art In The Wild with a 
monetary donation, you can do so on our website by clicking 
on the ‘Sponsorship’ tab, and selecting ‘Program Donation 

Park Highlights  

Fall Tree Planting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Wildwood received a Keep Pennsylvania               
Beautiful Grant, funded by The Giant Company, for the 
planting of 29 large trees in Wildwood Park. We are    
happy to announce that all 29 of the trees have been  
planted!  
 
Take a walk and you will likely notice Eastern Redbud 
planted along Wildwood Way Trail; Pagoda Dogwood 
and Swamp White Oak along the Towpath Trail; and 
Eastern Red Cedar planted near the South Lot to bolster 
the PennDOT approved Roadside Beautification planting 
between the Park and I-81 (started in 2012).  
 
Trees were selected that thrive in Wildwood, are mostly 
native and are large enough to withstand deer browse. A 
winter cover area for wildlife was created along           
Wildwood Way Trail by grouping White Pine and        
Norway Spruce together —a recommendation from the 
Park’s Natural Resource Committee and referenced in 
the Master Plan. All the planting locations will help fill 
remaining canopy gaps. In addition to a visual screen, 
the trees will reduce highway noise, air pollution, runoff 
and curb erosion.  

AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the Park! This year’s upcoming  theme is “Balance.” 
Submit your Art In The Wild idea today. It’s easy and 
free. Go to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for 
more information. Applications are due by January 23, 
2026 and can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Hbg, PA 
17110 or emailed to rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov   

2026 Field Trips & Day Camps 
 

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day Camps 
and Guided Spring Field Trips are “wildly” popular—no 
joke! Registration for these will open on Monday,          
January 5, 2026 at 6:00 am. For more information visit 
our website. All questions about Day Camps should be 
emailed to slenker@dauphincounty.gov and all questions 
concerning Spring Field Trips should be emailed to       
rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov.  

Bonsai Workshop 
 

Sample the Japanese art form known as bonsai on        
Sunday, March 8 from 12:00 pm—3:00 pm. This      
workshop will provide you with a brief history, a Juniper 
(Procumbens nana), wire, chopstick, small pruners and a 
care sheet. Instructors from Fat Cat 
Bonsai will guide you from               
selection of a viewing side to trunk 
and branch placement. Create your 
own living art. Proceeds benefit the 
Friends of Wildwood. Space is         
limited to 12 participants.  
Pre-registration required. Register online at                         
explorewildwoodpark.org/events. The cost is $80 for 
Members, $85 for Non-Members, Use Code                          
TinyTree2026 for a $5 discount.  

Photo Contest Exhibit 
 
Visit the Olewine Nature Center                         
beginning on Tuesday, December 9, 
2025, to view and vote for your favorite 
photos! Take a tour of beautiful           
photographs from all of Dauphin        
County’s parks. The display will be         
available through Saturday, January 24, 2026.                        
The Nature Center is open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and 
is closed on Mondays, Dec, 24-25 and Jan. 1. Winners 
will be announced at the Photo Contest Reception on 
Sunday, December 14, 2025, at 1:00 pm. Prizes will be 
awarded for winning entries. The People’s Choice Award 
winners will be announced in February after the display 
ends. 

Nature Center Gardens 
 
Special thanks to Mary Lundeen and Jim Allen for       
coordinating the October Volunteer Work Day. Together, 
with a handful of very hard            
working volunteers, they covered 
the gardens with cardboard, then 
piled mulch on top of it to help      
suppress weed growth. Special 
thank you to Hungry Hook Farm for 
donating the plants that were        
planted later in November. 

2026 Theme: Balance
– Art In The Wild’ from the section titled ‘More Ways to 
Give’. Or, if you are able to ‘balance’ your time and would 
like to support Art In The Wild by visiting the installations 
in person or by viewing the video of the installations, we 
know you will enjoy it. No matter how you are able to 
support Art In The Wild, we’re happy you’re here! 

 

Park Highlights  

AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
2026 Theme: Balance 

 

Best in Show: Site #6 
“Equilibrium”                         
–Vu Quoc Nguyen 

Most Joyful: Site #14 
“Lean on Me”–Sabrina 
Lay 

Best Use of Natural 
Materials: Site #2 
“Bittersweet Vinery”         
–Timothy Hoover 

Most Impressive Scale: 
Site #15 “Delicate             
Harmony”–Beau & Jana                
MacGinnes, Aubrey 
McNaughton & Debbie 
Reihart 

Best Translation of 
Theme: Site #8 “A 
Fine Balance” –Jill 
Lippert & Mark              
Cummins (damaged 
and removed) 

Most Playful: Site #14 
“Life is a Balancing 
Act– sometimes you 
leap, sometimes you 
dance” –Lorayn 
McPoyle 
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Turtle Research
Mike Hartley, graduate student at Shippensburg University 
is conducting turtle research in the Park. Using passive, 
non-baited traps Mike will establish baseline data on turtle 
populations. One of the project’s focal points is to determine 
if Wildwood supports a viable Wood Turtle population. 

The Wood Turtle is a 
Pennsylvania species of 
special concern due to 
habitat loss, pollution and 
human impacts. Ongoing 
research, habitat protection 
and public participation in 
monitoring are critical to its 
conservation.

Species Spotlight: American Bittern
An American Bittern is a rare and exciting sight for 
birders at Wildwood. Sibley considers them a migratory 
species for PA, so it’s no surprise we saw it during peak 
spring migration. On April 26th, Steve Dale captured this 
photo. Not only is this species rare for PA, they hide and 
camouflage incredibly well among the grasses and reeds. 
They are always seen feeding alone as still as a statue on 
fish and other aquatic animals of the marsh. Their general 
appearance resembles immature night-herons. However, it 
is their crouching stance and very slow gait that sets them 
apart. Additionally, they have bold, brown striping on 
their necks. American Bitterns are heard more often than 
seen. Cornell describes 
their calls as booming, 
gulping sounds. It has 
even earned them some 
colorful nicknames, 
including “stake-driver,” 
“thunder-pumper,” 
“water-belcher” and 
“mire-drum.” If you’re 
fortunate enough to 
hear or see this illusive 
carnivore, consider it a 
privilege!
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Don Philips Artwork 
Stop by the Nature Center July 10th through October 31st 
and enjoy select paintings of the late, local Naturalist and 
Artist Don Philips. Don’s specialty was detailed wildlife, 
birds and landscapes - his work is highly regarded for its 
accuracy and connection to the local habitat. Artwork will 
be for sale. A portion of the proceeds benefit Friends of 
Wildwood.
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species for PA, so it’s no surprise we saw it during peak 
spring migration. On April 26th, Steve Dale captured this 
photo. Not only is this species rare for PA, they hide and 
camouflage incredibly well among the grasses and reeds. 
They are always seen feeding alone as still as a statue on 
fish and other aquatic animals of the marsh. Their general  
appearance resembles immature night-herons. However, 
it is their crouching stance and very slow gait that sets 
them apart. Additionally, they have bold, brown striping 
on their necks. American Bitterns are heard more often 
than seen. Cornell describes 
their calls as booming, 
gulping. It has even earned 
them some colorful nick-
names, including "stake-
driver," "thunder-pumper," 
"water-belcher" and "mire-
drum." If you’re fortunate 
enough to hear or see this 
illusive carnivore, consider 
it a privilege! 

Don Philips Artwork  
 

Stop by the Nature Center July 10th through October 
31st and enjoy select paintings of the late, local        
Naturalist and Artist Don Philips. Don’s specialty was 
detailed wildlife, birds and landscapes - his work is 
highly regarded for its accuracy and connection to the 
local habitat. Artwork will be for sale. Proceeds benefit 
Friends of Wildwood.  

Deer Exclosure Fence 
 

Special thank you to Nancy Graham for sponsoring this 
project! Are you interested in helping to sponsor a deer 
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prospective Eagle Scout. 
 

The purpose is to research the effects deer browse has on 
habitat. The fence will be located just off Tall Timbers 
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The Friends of Wildwood are looking for quality wildlife 
artworks that depict native flora and fauna. These could 
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of PA Wildlife. These should be framed items donated to 
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Welcome Molly Gearhart 
 
New Part-time Environmental Educator Molly Gearhart 
joined the Wildwood staff. Molly has a Bachelor of Arts 
in History and Anthropology from the University of New 
Hampshire. She minored in Arts and 
Classics and has studied abroad in 
Greece and Italy. Along with being a 
Residential Assistant during college, 
Molly has worked at the Hershey   
Gardens for many years. She          
participated in Lebanon County           
Envirothon and loves to read, woodwork and                      
kayak. Welcome Molly, we’re excited to have you join 
the team!  Turtle Research 

 
Mike Hartley, graduate student at Shippensburg                  
University is conducting turtle research in the Park.             
Using passive, non-baited traps Mike will establish            
baseline data on turtle populations. One of the project’s 
focal points is to determine if Wildwood supports a             

viable Wood Turtle population. 
The Wood Turtle is a Pennsylvania 
species of special concern due to 
habitat loss, pollution and human 
impacts. Ongoing research, habitat 
protection and public participation 
in monitoring are critical to its    
conservation.  
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Creature Features (Ages 4-6) 
Sat. June 6: Red-winged Blackbirds 
Sat. July 25: Frogs
Sat. August 15: Katydids 
10:00 am–11:00 am	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Join a Naturalist for one or all of summer our Creature Features. Participants 
will read a book about the animal, do a craft and an outdoor activity. 
Program will occur outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the small pavilion located 
to the left of the Nature Center. Register online.

Seasonal Garden Walks
Thurs. June 11 & Thurs. August 20	
9:30 am–11:00 am 	 Free
Join Master Gardener Kevin Kelly for a guided walk through the Nature 
Center’s Garden Beds. Each walk will highlight what’s in bloom, along with 
shrubs, foliage, structure and other seasonal features that give the garden 
interest and support wildlife. Meet in front of the Olewine Nature Center. 
Register online.

Summer Wreath Workshop 
Saturday, June 13	
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm	
$30 per wreath
Decorate a summer wreath out of natural materials. 
Everything will be supplied to make a wreath with 
dried flowers, seed pods and greens. Using an 
embroidery hoop, select from a variety of styles 
including wrapping in burlap, fabric or twine. Register 
online. 

Volunteer Work Days
Sat. June 13, July 11 & August 8		
10:00 am–1:00 pm	  Free
Take this opportunity to work outside and help Wildwood’s continued park 
and habitat enhancement projects. Tools and work gloves provided. Register 
online.

Flower Walks
Sunday, June 21		
10:30 am–12:00 pm	 Free
Join volunteer Jane Earle to view fragrant water lilies, yarrow, common 
milkweed and two species of native roses. Meet at the North Parking Lot. 
Register online. 
Sunday, July 12 
10:00 am–11:30 am 	 Free
Join volunteer Jane Earle to search and view joe-pye weed, pokeweed, three 
species of monarda and two species of jewelweed. Meet in front of the 
Nature Center. Register online. 
Sunday, August 16	
10:30 am–12:00 pm	 Free
Join volunteer Jane Earle to see some of the showier wetland plants, such as 
American lotus and rose mallow. Meet at the South Lot. Register online. 

Kids Discover: Dragonflies (Ages 5-10) 
Thursday, July 16
9:00 am–11:00 am	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Join a Naturalist to explore the dragonflies of Wildwood Park. During 
this program we will examine a dragonfly life cycle, discover amazing 
adaptations and take a brief look at how dragonflies influenced the invention 
of the helicopter! Then, we will explore the 
Towpath Trail for close-up views of these 
incredible insects and create a dragonfly 
craft to take home. The program will occur 
outside at the North Pavilion and along 
the Towpath Trail. The North Pavilion is 
the small pavilion located at the North Lot 
closest to Linglestown Road/Route 39. 
Register online.
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Upcoming Events
Online Registration!

Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/ 
It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.

Kids Discover: Birthstones and Gemstones (Ages 5-10) 
Saturday, August 1		
1:30 pm–3:00 pm	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Do you know the most common birth month in the US is August? Even 
if you don’t have an August birthday, come celebrate your birth month 
with an afternoon of birthstone and gemstone discovery! Come explore the 
twelve types of birthstones and what makes each one special. Discover more 
about precious gemstones and their value and worth! We’ll learn through 
stories and hands-on demonstrations. Each participant will go home with a 
birthstone replica unique to them. Register online.

Educator Workshop: Project Learning Tree 
Tuesday, August 11		
9:00 am–3:00 pm	 $25 per participant
During this workshop, we will explore the wetlands and woodlands of 
Wildwood Park while using activities from Project Learning Trees’ Explore 
Your Environment K-8 guide. This award-
winning guide contains 50 hands-on activities 
that can help educators incorporate place-
based, STEAM activities about wild species, 
people and the environment into their curricula 
or group programming. All participants will 
receive the guide.

In Pennsylvania, Project Learning Tree is sponsored the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources. This workshop will be conducted 
by Wildwood Park and DCNR, Bureau of State Park educators. This 
workshop is designed for all K-8th grade classroom and informal educators 
interested in teaching about the environment. ACT 48 hours are available 
for PA Certified Teachers. Register online. 

Wild Recipes: Summer Foraging in Your Backyard 
Tuesday, August 18		
6:00 pm–7:30 pm	 $10 per participant
Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make a refreshing drink, a 
healthy salad and a sweet treat. Samples of each edible treat will be provided. 
Register online. 

Kids Discover: Monarchs (Ages 5-10) 
Tuesday, August 25		
1:00 pm–2:30 pm	  $5 per child, chaperones are free
Monarch butterflies are some of the most widely studied insects in the entire 
world. Join a Naturalist for a chance to see these amazing insects up close 
and personal in three of their prominent life stages. Program will occur 
outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the small pavilion closest to the Nature 
Center. Participants will visit nearby milkweed plants in search of these 
amazing insects. Register online. 

Preschool Storytime: Summer at Wildwood!
Wednesday, August 26
10:00 am–10:45 am	 Free
Join the Dauphin County Library System and Wildwood Park for a fun 
story session for children ages 2-5. Stories, songs, rhymes, play and an 
activity will introduce Wildwood critters and the joy of books and language 
to youngsters. This program is sponsored by Altrusa of South Central PA, 
providing a book for each participant. Each participant will go home with a 
theme-related book. Register online.

Penn State Extension Master Gardeners’ Home Gardening Series: 
Matrix Planting
Saturday, August 29		
9:30 am–11:00 am	 $10 per participant 
Join Kevin Kelly on his next Home Gardening Series webinar. These events 
are held in-person at Wildwood Park or virtually from the comfort of your 
home. Register online. 
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Monarch butterflies are some of the most widely studied insects in the 
entire world. Join a Naturalist for a chance to see these amazing insects 
up close and personal in three of their prominent life stages. Program 
will occur outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the small pavilion closest to 
the Nature Center. Participants will visit nearby milkweed plants in 
search of these amazing insects. Register online.  
 

Preschool Storytime: Summer at Wildwood! 
Wednesday, August 26        
10:00 am–10:45 am                                                                           Free 
Join the Dauphin County Library System and Wildwood Park for a fun 
story session for children ages 2-5. Stories, songs, rhymes, play and an 
activity will introduce Wildwood critters and the joy of books and         
language to youngsters. This program is sponsored by Altrusa of South 
Central PA, providing a book for each participant. Each participant will 
go home with a theme-related book. Register online. 
 

Penn State Extension Master Gardeners’ Home Gardening Series: 
Matrix Planting 
Saturday, August 29    
9:30 am–11:00 am                                                     $10 per participant  
Join Kevin Kelly on his next Home Gardening Series webinar. These 
events are held in-person at Wildwood Park or virtually from the        
comfort of your home. Register online.  

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  
Creature Features (Ages 4-6)  
Sat. June 6: Red-winged Blackbirds  
Sat. July 25: Frogs 
Sat. August 15: Katydids  
10:00 am–11:00 am    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Join a Naturalist for one or all of summer our Creature Features.               
Participants will read a book about the animal, do a craft and an out-
door  activity. Program will occur outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the 
small pavilion located to the left of the Nature Center. Register online. 
 

Seasonal Garden Walks 
Thurs. June 11 & Thurs. August 20    
9:30 am–11:00 am           Free 
Join Master Gardener Kevin Kelly for a guided walk through the    
Nature Center’s Garden Beds. Each walk will highlight what’s in 
bloom, along with shrubs, foliage, structure and other seasonal              
features that give the garden interest and support wildlife. Meet in 
front of the Olewine Nature Center. Register online. 
 

Summer Wreath Workshop  
Saturday, June 13     
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm    $30 per wreath 
Decorate a summer wreath out of natural materials. 
Everything will be supplied to make a wreath with 
dried flowers, seed pods and greens. Using an      
embroidery hoop, select from a variety of styles in-
cluding wrapping in burlap, fabric or twine.        
Register online.  
 

Volunteer Work Days 
Sat. June 13, July 11 & August 8   
10:00 am–1:00 pm                                    Free 
Take this opportunity to work outside and help Wildwood’s continued 
park and habitat enhancement projects. Tools and work gloves              
provided. Register online. 
 

Flower Walks 
Sunday, June 21   
10:30 am–12:00 pm                                Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to view fragrant water lilies, yarrow,        
common milkweed and two species of native roses. Meet at the North 
Parking Lot. Register online.  
Sunday, July 12  
10:00 am–11:30 am      Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to search and view joe-pye weed, pokeweed, 
three species of monarda and two species of jewelweed. Meet in front 
of the Nature Center. Register online.  
Sunday, August 16  
10:30 am–12:00 pm   Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to see some of the showier wetland plants, 
such as American lotus and rose mallow. Meet at the South Lot.          
Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Dragonflies (Ages 5-10)  
Thursday, July 16 
9:00 am–11:00 am                             $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Join a Naturalist to explore the dragonflies of Wildwood Park. During 
this program we will examine a dragonfly 
life cycle, discover amazing adaptations and 
take a brief look at how dragonflies           
influenced the  invention of the helicopter! 
Then, we will explore the Towpath Trail for 
close-up views of these incredible insects 
and create a dragonfly craft to take home. 
The program will occur outside at the North         
Pavilion and along the Towpath Trail. The 
North Pavilion is the small pavilion located at the North Lot closest to 
Linglestown Road/Route 39. Register online. 

Upcoming Events 

Kids Discover: Birthstones and Gemstones (Ages 5-10)  
Saturday, August 1     
1:30 pm–3:00 pm                    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you know the most common birth month in the US is August? Even 
if you don’t have an August birthday, come celebrate your birth month 
with an afternoon of birthstone and gemstone discovery! Come explore 
the twelve types of birthstones and what makes each one special.        
Discover more about precious gemstones and their value and worth! 
We’ll learn through stories and hands-on demonstrations. Each        
participant will go home with a birthstone replica unique to them.         
Register online. 
 

Educator Workshop: Project Learning Tree  
Tuesday, August 11     
9:00 am–3:00 pm                             $25 per participant 
During this workshop, we will explore the wetlands and woodlands of 
Wildwood Park while using       
activities from Project Learning 
Trees’ Explore Your Environment 
K-8 guide. This award-winning 
guide contains 50 hands-on         
activities that can help educators 
incorporate place-based, STEAM 
activities about wild species,  
people and the environment into 
their curricula or group           
programming. All participants will receive the guide. 
 

In Pennsylvania, Project Learning Tree is sponsored the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources. This workshop will be conducted 
by Wildwood Park and DCNR, Bureau of State Park educators. This 
workshop is designed for all K-8th grade classroom and informal         
educators interested in teaching about the environment. ACT 48 hours 
are available for PA Certified Teachers. Register online.  
 

Wild Recipes: Summer Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, August 18     
6:00 pm–7:30 pm                 $10 per participant 
Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make a refreshing drink, 
a healthy salad and a sweet treat. Samples of each edible treat will be 
provided. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Monarchs (Ages 5-10)  
Tuesday, August 25     
1:00 pm–2:30 pm                    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Monarch butterflies are some of the most widely studied insects in the 
entire world. Join a Naturalist for a chance to see these amazing insects 
up close and personal in three of their prominent life stages. Program 
will occur outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the small pavilion closest to 
the Nature Center. Participants will visit nearby milkweed plants in 
search of these amazing insects. Register online.  
 

Preschool Storytime: Summer at Wildwood! 
Wednesday, August 26        
10:00 am–10:45 am                                                                           Free 
Join the Dauphin County Library System and Wildwood Park for a fun 
story session for children ages 2-5. Stories, songs, rhymes, play and an 
activity will introduce Wildwood critters and the joy of books and         
language to youngsters. This program is sponsored by Altrusa of South 
Central PA, providing a book for each participant. Each participant will 
go home with a theme-related book. Register online. 
 

Penn State Extension Master Gardeners’ Home Gardening Series: 
Matrix Planting 
Saturday, August 29    
9:30 am–11:00 am                                                     $10 per participant  
Join Kevin Kelly on his next Home Gardening Series webinar. These 
events are held in-person at Wildwood Park or virtually from the        
comfort of your home. Register online.  

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  
Creature Features (Ages 4-6)  
Sat. June 6: Red-winged Blackbirds  
Sat. July 25: Frogs 
Sat. August 15: Katydids  
10:00 am–11:00 am    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Join a Naturalist for one or all of summer our Creature Features.               
Participants will read a book about the animal, do a craft and an out-
door  activity. Program will occur outside at the Kunkel Pavilion, the 
small pavilion located to the left of the Nature Center. Register online. 
 

Seasonal Garden Walks 
Thurs. June 11 & Thurs. August 20    
9:30 am–11:00 am           Free 
Join Master Gardener Kevin Kelly for a guided walk through the    
Nature Center’s Garden Beds. Each walk will highlight what’s in 
bloom, along with shrubs, foliage, structure and other seasonal              
features that give the garden interest and support wildlife. Meet in 
front of the Olewine Nature Center. Register online. 
 

Summer Wreath Workshop  
Saturday, June 13     
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm    $30 per wreath 
Decorate a summer wreath out of natural materials. 
Everything will be supplied to make a wreath with 
dried flowers, seed pods and greens. Using an      
embroidery hoop, select from a variety of styles in-
cluding wrapping in burlap, fabric or twine.        
Register online.  
 

Volunteer Work Days 
Sat. June 13, July 11 & August 8   
10:00 am–1:00 pm                                    Free 
Take this opportunity to work outside and help Wildwood’s continued 
park and habitat enhancement projects. Tools and work gloves              
provided. Register online. 
 

Flower Walks 
Sunday, June 21   
10:30 am–12:00 pm                                Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to view fragrant water lilies, yarrow,        
common milkweed and two species of native roses. Meet at the North 
Parking Lot. Register online.  
Sunday, July 12  
10:00 am–11:30 am      Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to search and view joe-pye weed, pokeweed, 
three species of monarda and two species of jewelweed. Meet in front 
of the Nature Center. Register online.  
Sunday, August 16  
10:30 am–12:00 pm   Free 
Join volunteer Jane Earle to see some of the showier wetland plants, 
such as American lotus and rose mallow. Meet at the South Lot.          
Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Dragonflies (Ages 5-10)  
Thursday, July 16 
9:00 am–11:00 am                             $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Join a Naturalist to explore the dragonflies of Wildwood Park. During 
this program we will examine a dragonfly 
life cycle, discover amazing adaptations and 
take a brief look at how dragonflies           
influenced the  invention of the helicopter! 
Then, we will explore the Towpath Trail for 
close-up views of these incredible insects 
and create a dragonfly craft to take home. 
The program will occur outside at the North         
Pavilion and along the Towpath Trail. The 
North Pavilion is the small pavilion located at the North Lot closest to 
Linglestown Road/Route 39. Register online. 



Volunteer Spotlight: Kevin Shannon

Wildwood has never ceased to be a part of Kevin’s 
life. From his earliest memories fishing with his dad, to 
running the Harrisburg Marathon in 1984 trudging up 
“Wildwood’s hills,” to chaperoning his son’s field trip in the 
early 90’s before there was a Nature Center, to present-day 
volunteering—Wildwood’s always been there.
 
In his past life, Kevin was a water/wastewater engineer 
and an AT Thru Hiker, hiking the trail in 1978 with his 
brother from Georgia to Maine. Today, Kevin can be seen 
at Wildwood birding, trail trimming, leading birdwalks, 
walking the trails and maintaining Wildwood’s bluebird 
boxes with Jane Webster. More on this below. Birding is 
by far his favorite Wildwood pastime. He enjoys the North 
Boardwalk the most because you can find some warblers, 
waterfowl and shore birds. 
 
Kevin is very active in the Community as a member of 
several volunteer organizations. He is the Cumberland 
Valley Appalachian Trail Club Maintainers Coordinator, 
ensuring that all 17-sections of the AT have at least someone 
looking over those areas. He is a volunteer with Keystone 
Trails Association, Appalachian Audubon Society and 
Manada Conservancy. He is also a member of Susquehanna 
Appalachian Trail Club and Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 
  
But his favorite Wildwood Memory is spotting the only 
Roseate Spoonbill to ever be recorded in Dauphin County 

on his birthday July 23,2021, at 
Wildwood. It was a really neat 
experience to be the first one to spot 
it and to see it on the only day it was 
reported to be in the Park! Kevin, 
thank you for all you are doing for the 
outdoors, you certainly are a force to 
be reckoned with, and we are thankful 
to be recipients of your time and efforts 
here at Wildwood.
 

Volunteer & Member News
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Off the Beaten Path Fall Bus Trip: 
Exploring PA’s Coal Mining History 

Join us for the fifth annual Off the Beaten Path Bus Trip 
as we explore Pennsylvania’s rich coal mining history on 
Saturday, October 3 from 8:45 am—6:00 pm. We’ll 
venture 1,800 feet into Mahanoy Mountain on a guided 
tour of the Pioneer Tunnel, riding in an open-air mine car 
while learning how coal was mined in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. Afterward, we’ll enjoy a scenic ride aboard a 
vintage 1927 narrow-gauge steam locomotive, traveling along 
the mountainside to a beautiful overlook. Along the way, 
you’ll hear stories of bootleg and strip mining that bring 
the region’s history to life. Lunch is on your own in historic 
Shamokin where there are several restaurants to choose 
from. 

Our final stop of the day will be a guided tour of Centralia 
with David DeKok. David lives in Harrisburg and is the 
author of the book, Fire Underground: The Ongoing 
Tragedy of the Centralia Mine Fire, a comprehensive history 
of the environmental catastrophe that destroyed a small 
Pennsylvania community. David first started writing about 
Centralia as a young reporter in the 1970’s, which led to 
a storied career with several newspapers and television 
productions. 

Price includes:
– Transportation on coach bus
– Tickets to mine tour and steam train
– Tour of Centralia
– Bus driver tip

Not included: tips for tour guides, lunch and souvenirs.
This trip requires some walking across rough and uneven 
ground at times. Each participant will receive a thoughtfully 
crafted gift bag and raffle ticket to win additional prizes. 
Register online. The cost is $105 for Friends of Wildwood 
Members and $110 for Non-Members. Discount Code 
for Members is TrainTime.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the 
National Civil War Museum

Volunteers, your dedication and hard work have truly made 
a difference, and it’s time we celebrate you! On Tuesday, 
June 23 from 6:00pm—8:00pm at the National Civil War 
Museum, Dauphin County Parks and Recreation will host 
a combined volunteer appreciation dinner for volunteers 
from Wildwood Park, Fort Hunter Park and Detweiler Park. 
In celebration of America250, you’ll be able to tour the 
museum as part of the evening’s festivities! Enjoy a unique 
evening on us with food courtesy of C&J Catering.

Eastern Bluebird Boxes in the Park

You may have noticed some new and refreshed bluebird 
boxes throughout the Park. Thanks to volunteers, Kevin 
Shannon and Jane Webster, these boxes were cleaned out 
and evaluated during the winter. Additionally, new locations 
and improvements were proposed including metal baffles to 
stop snakes from preying upon the eggs and birds. There are 
now 15 bluebird boxes throughout the Park that are being 
monitored this spring for bluebird activity. 



The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and incorporated 
within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and financial support. 

Membership Benefits

Your membership supports the ongoing programs and 
conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin 
Olewine III Nature Center.

Your Membership provides the following:
•	 Reciprocal membership with more than 100 nature 

centers throughout the country that participate in the 
Association of Nature Center Administrators

•	 Subscription to A Word From Wildwood quarterly 
newsletter

•	 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases
•	 Members only discounts on special events

Knowing you:
•	 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people annually
•	 Have a direct impact on local and migratory wildlife, 

wild plants and the diverse people living in our 
community

•	 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for future 
generations

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically to Friends 
of Wildwood members. Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
and request electronic version only.
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The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

A Word from Wildwood  
can be sent electronically to  
Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
Help save paper and money! GO GREEN! 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

Memorial Bricks 
 
In 2007, the Friends of Wildwood established the       
Memorial Brick Walkway to celebrate the 100th        
Anniversary of Wildwood Park. The Walkway is part of 
the Memorial Garden located near the Olewine Nature 
Center. 
 
Memorial bricks can be purchased at any time to      
commemorate a special event in someone’s life such as 
birthdays, anniversaries, honoring a friend or family 
member or remembering someone special, including 
your pets.  

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

Environmental Pioneers at   
Wildwood Park (Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 & Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are 
final and all proceeds directly benefit the projects and 
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.

Interested in receiving weekly emails on 
programming in all Dauphin County 
Parks? Scan this QR code with your 
smartphone and click on the yellow 
“E-Newsletter Sign-Up” Button. 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

     A Word from Wildwood  
 

   can be sent electronically to  
   Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
   Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing                 

environmental education programs and conservation 
efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine 

III Nature Center. 
 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational opportunities and 

programs that reach 10,000 people annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

 

Junior Naturalist Day Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Monday, July 17—Friday, July 21   
 
Outdoor Week (ages 12-14)   
Monday, July 31—Friday, August 4  

 
Camps are $165 per child and run                

9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Space is limited, register online at   

explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/  
 

Many camps are already at capacity. For next 
year, registration begins in early January. 

Environmental Pioneers 
(Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 &          
Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

 

Run Wild for Wildwood 5K & 10K
Saturday, August 22				  
8:00 am—11:00am	 $25 for 5K, $30 for 10K

Save the Date! Choose to 
complete the 3.1 mile loop via 
running or walking once [5K] or 
twice [10K]. This scenic run/walk 
will take you on the Wildwood 
Way Trail around the Lake and 
down the Towpath Trail along 
the PA Canal. 

	 To register scan the QR code with your 	
smart phone. The price increases to $30 	
for 5K and $40 for 10K on July 1!

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
• Reciprocal membership with more than 100   

nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 

• Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 

• 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
• Knowing you: 

 Support outdoor educational and recreational 
opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  
migratory wildlife, wild plants and the people 
living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  
future generations 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

 
Ways to Give 

All are tax deductible  

          Online 
            Visit explorewildwoodpark.org/donate-now  

 
 

Cash or Check                Sponsor a Program 
 
Become a Member  
  Or give the gift of membership 
 

 

 Bequest, Endowment, Stock Transfer 
 
Memorial Bricks 
  Remember a friend, or loved one  
 

           Volunteer Your Time  

 

Stock Transfer Gifts  
to Friends of Wildwood 

 
There are many ways to give to Friends of Wildwood 
including: membership dues, memorial brick purchases., 
program sponsorships and general donations. Did you 
know 100% of all gifts to Friends of Wildwood directly 
benefit Wildwood Park?! 
 
Friends of Wildwood now accept gifts in the form of 
stock transfers and mutual fund transfers. If you’re    
interested in learning more, please contact Chris at 
crebert@dauphincounty.gov or calling 717-221-4372.  

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically 
to Friends of Wildwood members.  
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov and request 
electronic version only. 

Go Wildwood with United Way
Did you know you can designate a portion of your United 
Way giving to support Wildwood Park and the Olewine 
Nature Center? Simply check the “I wish to forward a 
portion of my gift to” box on your United Way of the 
Capital Region pledge form and complete it with:

Friends of Wildwood Lake Nature Center
100 Wildwood Way
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Thanks for supporting the Friends of Wildwood! 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 
and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 
 

Your Membership provides the following: 
• Reciprocal membership with more than 100   

nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 

• Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 

• 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
• Knowing you: 

 Support outdoor educational and recreational 
opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  
migratory wildlife, wild plants and the people 
living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  
future generations 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

 
Ways to Give 

All are tax deductible  

          Online 
            Visit explorewildwoodpark.org/donate-now  

 
 

Cash or Check                Sponsor a Program 
 
Become a Member  
  Or give the gift of membership 
 

 

 Make a Bequest            Endowments 
 
Memorial Bricks 
  Remember a friend, or loved one  
 

           Volunteer Your Time  
 

Go Wildwood with United Way 
 
Did you know you can designate a portion of your  
United Way giving to support Wildwood Park and the 
Olewine Nature Center? Simply check the "I wish to 
forward a portion of my gift to" box on your United 
Way of the Capital Region pledge form and complete it 
with: 
 
Friends of Wildwood Lake Nature Center 
100 Wildwood Way 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
 
Thanks for supporting the Friends of Wildwood!  

Interested in Giving or Becoming a Member? 
 

Scan the QR code to go to  
explorewildwoodpark.org 

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically 
to Friends of Wildwood members.  
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

Run Wild for Wildwood 5K & 10K 
 

Saturday, August 22     
8:00 am—11:00am           $25 for 5K, $30 for 10K 
 

Save the Date! Choose to     
complete the 3.1 mile loop via 
running or walking once [5K] or 
twice [10K]. This scenic run/
walk will take you on the    
Wildwood Way Trail around the 
Lake and down the Towpath 
Trail along the PA Canal.  
 
 To register scan the QR code with your 

smart phone. The price increases to $30                                                                   
 for 5K and $40 for 10K on July 1!  

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 
and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 
 

Your Membership provides the following: 
• Reciprocal membership with more than 100   

nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 

• Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 

• 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
• Knowing you: 

 Support outdoor educational and recreational 
opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  
migratory wildlife, wild plants and the people 
living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  
future generations 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

 
Ways to Give 

All are tax deductible  

          Online 
            Visit explorewildwoodpark.org/donate-now  

 
 

Cash or Check                Sponsor a Program 
 
Become a Member  
  Or give the gift of membership 
 

 

 Make a Bequest            Endowments 
 
Memorial Bricks 
  Remember a friend, or loved one  
 

           Volunteer Your Time  
 

Go Wildwood with United Way 
 
Did you know you can designate a portion of your  
United Way giving to support Wildwood Park and the 
Olewine Nature Center? Simply check the "I wish to 
forward a portion of my gift to" box on your United 
Way of the Capital Region pledge form and complete it 
with: 
 
Friends of Wildwood Lake Nature Center 
100 Wildwood Way 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
 
Thanks for supporting the Friends of Wildwood!  

Interested in Giving or Becoming a Member? 
 

Scan the QR code to go to  
explorewildwoodpark.org 

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically 
to Friends of Wildwood members.  
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

Run Wild for Wildwood 5K & 10K 
 

Saturday, August 22     
8:00 am—11:00am           $25 for 5K, $30 for 10K 
 

Save the Date! Choose to     
complete the 3.1 mile loop via 
running or walking once [5K] or 
twice [10K]. This scenic run/
walk will take you on the    
Wildwood Way Trail around the 
Lake and down the Towpath 
Trail along the PA Canal.  
 
 To register scan the QR code with your 

smart phone. The price increases to $30                                                                   
 for 5K and $40 for 10K on July 1!  

Interested in Giving or Becoming a Member?

Scan the QR code to go to  
explorewildwoodpark.org

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  
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MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarrss  ffoorr    
tthheessee  uuppccoommiinngg  eevveennttss!!  

  

EEdduuccaattoorr                                        
WWoorrkksshhoopp  

Tues. Aug. 11 
9:00am—3:00pm  

  

RRuunn  WWiilldd  ffoorr        
WWiillddwwoooodd    

Sat. Aug. 22 
8:00am—11:00am  

VVoolluunntteeeerr                                    
AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  EEvveenntt  

Tues. June 23 
6:00pm—8:00pm  


