
Stream Stabilization Grant Award

We are delighted to announce Wildwood was awarded a 
second PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
grant in 2023 to tackle Paxton Creek Stream Stabilization. 
This project will continue to work on much needed bank 
stabilization and flood prevention measures in Paxton Creek 
within the Park. Most of the work will take place between 
the Paxton Creek Bridge and the two new boardwalk 
bridge sections. These measures, along with other stream 
improvement projects upstream, will help reduce the amount 
of sediment entering Wildwood Lake and stabilize stream 
channels. 

The previous DEP grant focused on design and permitting 
for select dredging and restoration of Wildwood Lake. 
Completed in December of 2022, the project outlined a three 
phased restoration approach and launched the permitting 
process with various governing authorities like DEP and 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). We are excited to have 
part of Phase 1 funded with this Stream Stabilization project. 

Restoration measures in Wildwood will increase flood 
protection while maintaining optimal recreation areas and 
diverse wildlife habitat. This will improve Wildwood Lake’s 
flood control ability; restore shallow and deep-water wetlands 
with the ability to trap sediments and pollutants; and improve 
recreation, habitat and water quality to Paxton Creek, the 
Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay.  

More information on Wildwood Restoration can be found at 
explorewildwoodpark.org, click on About, News & Updates. 
What do you think should happen to Wildwood Lake? 
Email your thoughts to wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov
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The goal of Friends of Wildwood is to preserve and support 
Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center.

An eroded bank and prospective site for Stream Stabilization 
(downstream from the Paxton Creek Bridge)

Ready, Set, Explore!
The newest Parks Passport launched this fall and is for kids 
age 18 and under. Ready, Set, Explore! through Dauphin 
County’s beautiful park system! This mobile pass will 
have you birding at Wildwood Park, visiting massive 
sycamore trees at Fort Hunter Park and looking for signs of 
pileated woodpecker holes at Detweiler Park. Participants 
can download the mobile pass by registering online at 
dauphincounty.gov/parks. At each site you will look for 
and enter the pin codes to win free prizes! Prizes include an 
assortment of things to foster and develop your favorite kid’s 
curiosity for the natural world.
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Holiday Shopping 
 
The Nature Shop has some great holiday gifts, including: 
Field Guides, Greeting/Holiday Cards, Children’s Books/
Toys and Hand Crafted Gifts including Puzzles, Bird 
Houses, Ornaments, Jewelry, Journals, Painted Tiles and 
Carved Birds. 
 
Memberships make great holiday gifts too! Memberships 
support the ongoing environmental education programs 
and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Olewine Nature Center. Stop by the Nature Shop     
Tuesday—Sunday 10am—4pm. 
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Holiday Shopping
The Nature Shop has some great holiday gifts, including: 
Field Guides, Greeting/Holiday Cards, Children’s Books/
Toys and Hand Crafted Gifts including Puzzles, Bird 
Houses, Ornaments, Jewelry, Journals, Painted Tiles and 
Carved Birds.

Memberships support the ongoing environmental education 
programs and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and 
the Olewine Nature Center. Members also receive a 10% 
discount on all Nature Shop purchases. Stop by the Nature 
Shop Tuesday-Sunday 10am–4pm.
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Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature 
Center are part of the Dauphin County Parks and 
Recreation Department. The Benjamin Olewine III Nature 
Center is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and is closed Mondays and holidays. Wildwood 
Park’s trails are open from dawn until dusk. Programs can 
be viewed at explorewildwoodpark.org/events and questions 
directed to wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov

County Commissioners
Mike Pries, Chairman
Chad Saylor
George P. Hartwick, III

Parks and Recreation Director
Anthea Stebbins

Wildwood Park Staff
Chris Rebert, Park Manager 
Richelle Corty, Environmental Educator
Savanna Lenker, Environmental Educator
Theresa Alberici, Part-time Environmental Educator
Carla Eissing, Part-time Environmental Educator 
Jessica Picone, Part-time Environmental Educator 
Aiden Reynolds, Intern
Barbara Shunk, Part-time Environmental Educator 
Evan Wilson, Part-time Environmental Educator 

With 2023 almost in the rear-view mirror, it seems a 
good time to review the accomplishments of the Friends 
of Wildwood over the past year. An extraordinarily busy 
year has seen the completion of some urgently needed 
park improvements as well as the initiation of exciting new 
projects. It would take an entire newsletter to describe 
everything we’ve accomplished in 2023 so I’ll stick to a 
summary of a few highlights.

There’s no question that the Friends-assisted completion 
of a major repair and reconstruction of storm-damaged 
boardwalks was a highlight. Planning for this project was 
detailed and complicated, but when the funding came 
together, the project was completed and ready for its ribbon 
cutting at the end of April.

Also in April, the 2023 Art In The Wild installations opened 
for its summer exhibition. This annual regional art event 
draws thousands of visitors to Wildwood from April through 
September. Throughout the year, Friends’ members and 
volunteers helped to support many other varied activities, 
special events and programs.

The Friends’ Board of Directors continue to meet at 
regularly scheduled meetings to carry out its mission of 
“promoting the preservation, awareness, support and 
sensitive enhancement of Wildwood Park as a recreational 
area, an interactive environmental and educational center 
and a refuge for wildlife”. 

You’ve heard it before, but it’s worth repeating. We could not 
do what we do without the help of our members. 2023 saw 
the increase of the Friends of Wildwood membership to 350 
active members, a remarkable achievement in itself when the 
number in 1991 was just 27. We’ve come a long way and are 
looking forward to welcoming more new members in 2024 
as well as exciting new projects/programs. 

The Board of Directors of Wildwood and the endlessly 
dedicated Park Staff thank our supporting members and 
wish everyone happy holidays and a wonderful new year.

See you at Wildwood,
Jim

Mary Bigelow, Ph.D.
Carol Buck
Patricia Cattuti
Virginia DeChristopher
Nancy Graham
Thomas Hilbish
Lee Johnson
Kate Konkle

Board Members

Board Officers
Jim Caufield - President
Moe Hickey - Vice President
Shawn Scott - Secretary
Pam Kroh - Treasurer

Carol Lopus
Walter E. Meshaka, Jr., Ph.D. 
Mary Nancarrow	 
Chris Rebert
Jessica Shilladay
Anthea Stebbins
Gene Wingert

A Word from the President 
 
DID YOU KNOW that Wildwood Park began as 
the result of a nationwide environmental movement 
and has connections to a notable list of naturalists 
and landscape designers? The land now occupied by 
Wildwood Park was targeted as part of the late 
nineteenth – early twentieth century City Beautiful 
Movement, an effort to promote civic pride and  
engagement in urban design nationwide.  
 
In Harrisburg, the movement was promoted by local 
businessman and civic leader J. Horace McFarland. 
McFarland, along with a team of like-minded      
associates including noted Landscape Architect 
Warren Manning, developed a masterplan for parks 
and other upgrades in Pennsylvania’s state capital 
that included the area then known as Wetzel’s 
Swamp, later called Wildwood Lake Sanctuary and 
now known as Wildwood Park.  
 
Today we have Wildwood as a local resource to  
enjoy and learn from everyday thanks to the      
foresight of earlier visionaries and the responsible 
current stewardship of the Dauphin County Parks 
and Recreation Department. Come and enjoy all 
that Wildwood has to offer – special programs, 
workshops, celebration days, hiking trails, quiet 
meditation, environmental displays, and the Nature 
Shop. We look forward to your visit! 
 
See you at Wildwood, 
Jim 
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As the summer sun streams through 
the brilliant green leaves of the trees,    
nature photographers take advantage 
of the beautiful natural light. Many 
are preparing for the 2023 Friends of    
Wildwood Photo Contest, finding just 
the right angle for the perfect shot.  
 
The Friends of Wildwood are seeking original,   
amateur photographs taken within one of the six 
Dauphin County Parks: Wildwood Park, Fort 
Hunter Park, Fort Hunter Conservancy, Detweiler 
Park, Wiconisco Creek Park or Lykens Glen Park. 
Photos should reflect wetlands habitat, flora, fauna, 
and activities, and convey the conservation values 
of the Park. Entry brochures, including contest    
eligibility and rules, are available online and at the 
Nature Center. Photographic entries will be         
accepted beginning on November 1, 2023. We look 
forward to seeing the splendor of our Parks               
represented in print once again. 

NEW Friends of Wildwood 
Bonsai Workshop

Save the date for Sunday, March 3 from 12:30pm-3:30pm 
at Wildwood Park. Sample the Japanese art form known 
as bonsai. This workshop will provide you with a brief 
history, a Juniper (Procumbens nana), wire, chopstick, 
small pruners and a care sheet. 
Instructors from Fat Cat Bonsai 
will guide you from selection of a 
viewing side to trunk and branch 
placement. Create your own living 
art. All proceeds benefit the Friends 
of Wildwood. Space is limited to 
12 participants. Cost is $85 per 
participant, pre-registration is 
required online.
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Park Highlights
Wildwood Park 2023— 

A Year in Review

2023 was a big year for Wildwood Park, one might even 
go so far as to say it was one of our best. 2023 brought the 
following accomplishments: 190 public programs offered to 
the community, 42 guided school groups, the launching of a 
county-wide Parks Passport initiative attracting 1078 signups, 
65+ pavilion and classroom rentals, over 115,000 park 
users (an increase of 40% over the last ten years), roughly 
30,000 visitors to the Nature Center (the most since 2019) 
and the completion of several major park improvement 
projects including: the Wildwood Lake Restoration Design 
and Permitting Project, the completion of the Save The 
Boardwalk Campaign providing much needed bridge repairs, 
the acquisition of a Stream Stabilization Grant from DEP, the 
launching of a new Exhibit Hall Interpretative Master Plan, 
the addition of CAT bus stops along Industrial Road on 
bus route 9 and the installation of 3 security cameras in the 
parking lots. 

Looking ahead, we are excited to continue to maintain 
our presence in the community offering vital green space, 
important wildlife habitats and diverse programming to a 
wide variety of individuals. Thank you all for participating 
in such a great year and supporting the educational mission 
of the Park. 

Monarch Tagging

Did you know Wildwood Park 
Naturalists tag monarch butterflies 
each summer? MonarchWatch of 
the University of Kansas has been 
providing members of the community 
with small, circular sticker tags since 
1992. These sticker tags provide a 
glimpse into the migration journey of 
the monarch butterfly as they travel 
south, often taking them as far as 
Mexico!

Since 2002, Wildwood has tagged 773 monarch butterflies! 
This year alone we tagged 59. During our 2015 tagging 
season, a monarch raised inside the Nature Center was 
released on September 25, 2015 in Harrisburg, PA and was 
recovered over the winter of 2016 in El Rosario, Mexico. 
This small effort on our part is contributing to a greater 
community science research effort that you can participate in 
too. For a small fee, tags can be purchased each summer for 
schools, families and individuals to use. If you’d like more 
information about MonarchWatch and how you can get 
involved visit https://monarchwatch.org/. 

Run Wild for Wildwood Recap

On August 26, 2023 we hosted our annual Run Wild for 
Wildwood 5K/10K. We welcomed 250 runners and walkers, 
ages 12-83, for our largest race yet. Thank you to everyone 
who participated and supported this event! Next year’s 
races will be held on August 24, 2024. Registration opens 
March 1. We hope to see you there!
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Run Wild for Wildwood Recap East Shore Trail Work Update

If you have walked the East Shore Trail recently you may 
have noticed some changes. This summer and fall we have 
had five experienced trail volunteers working on a variety 
of projects to improve this trail for park users. The largest 
projects were three sections of trail that were rerouted to 
avoid areas that are frequently muddy or overgrown. The 
group, led by Tom Scully, used available rock along the trail 
in the construction and moved some existing boardwalk 
bridges to make stream crossings. At the north end of this 
trail, stiltgrass and other plants were encroaching on the 
trail making it too narrow. The trail now takes you into the 
forest past some huge tulip poplar trees while maintaining 
windows to view the wetland. This group has donated over 
95 hours of their time! Thank you guys for your hard work 
and dedication. Your efforts will leave a long-lasting impact 
on the Park. 
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CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the park! This year’s theme is “Nature Heals.” Submit 
your Art In The Wild idea today. It is easy and free. Go 
to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for more 
information. Applications are due by January 19, 2024 and 
can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Harrisburg, PA 17110 
or emailed to rcorty@dauphincounty.gov

Wildwood in the 30’s & 40’s

Do you know anyone who has a fun memory of Wildwood 
Park from yesteryear? We’d love to hear, document and 
share those with the public. Replies can be sent to 
wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov subject line “Wildwood in the 
30’s & 40’s”. Thanks for the help!

The Olewine Nature Center 
Turns 25 in 2024

In 1999, the Olewine Nature Center was formally opened. 
Thanks to the generosity of Benjamin Olewine III and other 
donors, Wildwood Park complemented the public’s outdoor 
experience with a facility for environmental education and 
appreciation. Since then, hundreds of thousands of visitors 
from across the region, as well as visitors from other states 
and countries, have learned from the exhibits, observed 
birds, shopped in the Nature Shop, attended workshops and 
seminars, enjoyed the arts and participated in family events 
and children’s programming. During the course of 2024, 
the Friends of Wildwood will share ways to celebrate this 
milestone!

Art In The Wild

Wildwood’s Preserved Giants

Giants in Wildwood? It’s true. Thanks to your ongoing 
support dollars, we were able to protect several very large 

ash trees nearly a decade ago 
when emerald ash borer was first 
detected in the Park. Biannual 
trunk injections kept these large 
trees alive and healthy. Thanks 
to these treatments, visitors can 
enjoy the majestic towering canopy 
in spring and summer and the 
sight of ash seeds coating the trail 
in autumn. Two trees are easily 
located; one is adjacent to the 
Nature Center outdoor restroom 
and another is situated alongside 
the picnic area behind the Center. 

Thank you members! Without your support, these types of 
projects would not be possible. 

Photo Contest Display

Visit the Olewine Nature Center beginning on Tuesday, 
December 12, 2023 to view and vote for your favorite 
photos! Take a tour of beautiful photographs from all of 
Dauphin County’s parks. The display will be available 
through Saturday, January 27, 2024. The Nature Center is 
open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and is closed on Mondays 
and on Sunday, December 24, 2023.

Winners will be announced at 
the Photo Contest Reception 
on Sunday, January 14, 2024 at 
1:00 pm. Prizes will be awarded 
for winning entries. The 
People’s Choice Award winners 
will be announced in February 
after the display ends.

A Word from the President 
 
DID YOU KNOW that Wildwood Park began as 
the result of a nationwide environmental movement 
and has connections to a notable list of naturalists 
and landscape designers? The land now occupied by 
Wildwood Park was targeted as part of the late 
nineteenth – early twentieth century City Beautiful 
Movement, an effort to promote civic pride and  
engagement in urban design nationwide.  
 
In Harrisburg, the movement was promoted by local 
businessman and civic leader J. Horace McFarland. 
McFarland, along with a team of like-minded      
associates including noted Landscape Architect 
Warren Manning, developed a masterplan for parks 
and other upgrades in Pennsylvania’s state capital 
that included the area then known as Wetzel’s 
Swamp, later called Wildwood Lake Sanctuary and 
now known as Wildwood Park.  
 
Today we have Wildwood as a local resource to  
enjoy and learn from everyday thanks to the      
foresight of earlier visionaries and the responsible 
current stewardship of the Dauphin County Parks 
and Recreation Department. Come and enjoy all 
that Wildwood has to offer – special programs, 
workshops, celebration days, hiking trails, quiet 
meditation, environmental displays, and the Nature 
Shop. We look forward to your visit! 
 
See you at Wildwood, 
Jim 
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As the summer sun streams through 
the brilliant green leaves of the trees,    
nature photographers take advantage 
of the beautiful natural light. Many 
are preparing for the 2023 Friends of    
Wildwood Photo Contest, finding just 
the right angle for the perfect shot.  
 
The Friends of Wildwood are seeking original,   
amateur photographs taken within one of the six 
Dauphin County Parks: Wildwood Park, Fort 
Hunter Park, Fort Hunter Conservancy, Detweiler 
Park, Wiconisco Creek Park or Lykens Glen Park. 
Photos should reflect wetlands habitat, flora, fauna, 
and activities, and convey the conservation values 
of the Park. Entry brochures, including contest    
eligibility and rules, are available online and at the 
Nature Center. Photographic entries will be         
accepted beginning on November 1, 2023. We look 
forward to seeing the splendor of our Parks               
represented in print once again. 

Summer Day Camps 
 

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day camps 
are “wildly” popular… no pun intended! Registration for 
all day camps will open on Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at 
6:00 am. For more information visit our website at 
https://explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/. 
All questions should be emailed to                                          
slenker@dauphincounty.gov  

Photo Contest Display 
 

Visit the Olewine Nature Center beginning on Tuesday, 
December 12, 2023 to view and vote for your favorite 
photos! Take a tour of beautiful photographs from all of 
Dauphin County’s parks. The display will be available 
through Saturday, January 27, 2024. The Nature Center is 
open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and is closed on Mondays 
and on Sunday, December 24, 2023. 
 
Winners will be announced at the  
Photo Contest Reception on Sunday, 
January 14, 2024 at 1:00 pm. Prizes 
will be awarded for winning entries. 
The People’s Choice Award winners 
will be announced in February after the             
display ends. 

AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the park! This year’s theme is “Nature Heals.” Submit 
your Art In The Wild idea today. It is easy and free. Go 
to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for more  
information. Applications are due by January 19, 2024 
and can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Harrisburg, 
PA 17110 or emailed to rcorty@dauphincounty.gov   

Wildwood in the 30’s & 40’s 
 

Do you know anyone who has a fun memory of        
Wildwood Park from yesteryear? We’d love to hear,   
document and share those with the public. Replies can be 
sent to wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov subject line 
“Wildwood in the 30’s & 40’s”. Thanks for the help!  

Species Spotlight:  
Two-lined Salamander  

 
Salamanders are some of the most elusive              
amphibians, which rely on moist environments to 
breathe and function. Several have been spotted 
along a freshwater spring on the East Shore Trail. 
This species is small and slender in size, anywhere 
from 2.5-4.75 inches in length. They are greenish to 
yellowish brown with a dark stripe on either side of 
their body starting at their eye and running till the tip 
of their tail. The stripe consists of a series of irregu-
lar black spots. These salamanders have well devel-
oped legs making them difficult to handle and spry 
enough to wiggle away. During the spring, females 
lay anywhere from 12-100 eggs on the underside of   
submerged rocks, logs or aquatic vegetation. When 
spring rolls around, check for these guys under piles 
of wet leaves nearby a fresh water source.  

The Olewine Nature Center       
turns 25 in 2024 

 
In 1999, the Olewine Nature Center was formally 
opened. Thanks to the generosity of Benjamin Olewine 
III and other donors, Wildwood Park complemented the 
public’s outdoor experience with a facility for              
environmental education and appreciation. Since then, 
hundreds of thousands of visitors from across the region, 
as well as visitors from other states and countries, have 
learned from the exhibits, observed birds, shopped in the 
Nature Shop, attended workshops and seminars, enjoyed 
the arts and participated in family events and children’s 
programming. During the course of 2024, the Friends of 
Wildwood will share ways to celebrate this milestone! 

Wildwood’s Preserved Giants 
 
Giants in Wildwood? It’s true. Thanks to your ongoing 
support dollars, we were able to protect several very large 
ash trees nearly a decade ago when emerald ash borer was 

first detected in the Park. Biannual 
trunk injections kept these large 
trees alive and healthy. Thanks to 
these treatments, visitors can enjoy 
the majestic towering canopy in 
spring and summer and the sight of 
ash seeds coating the trail in autumn. 
Two trees are easily located; one is 
adjacent to the Nature Center       
outdoor restroom and another is   
situated alongside the picnic area 
behind the Center.  
 

Thank you members! Without your support, these types 
of projects would not be possible.  

Summer Day Camps 
 

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day camps 
are “wildly” popular… no pun intended! Registration for 
all day camps will open on Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at 
6:00 am. For more information visit our website at 
https://explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/. 
All questions should be emailed to                                          
slenker@dauphincounty.gov  

Photo Contest Display 
 

Visit the Olewine Nature Center beginning on Tuesday, 
December 12, 2023 to view and vote for your favorite 
photos! Take a tour of beautiful photographs from all of 
Dauphin County’s parks. The display will be available 
through Saturday, January 27, 2024. The Nature Center is 
open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and is closed on Mondays 
and on Sunday, December 24, 2023. 
 
Winners will be announced at the  
Photo Contest Reception on Sunday, 
January 14, 2024 at 1:00 pm. Prizes 
will be awarded for winning entries. 
The People’s Choice Award winners 
will be announced in February after the             
display ends. 

AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the park! This year’s theme is “Nature Heals.” Submit 
your Art In The Wild idea today. It is easy and free. Go 
to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for more  
information. Applications are due by January 19, 2024 
and can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Harrisburg, 
PA 17110 or emailed to rcorty@dauphincounty.gov   

Wildwood in the 30’s & 40’s 
 

Do you know anyone who has a fun memory of        
Wildwood Park from yesteryear? We’d love to hear,   
document and share those with the public. Replies can be 
sent to wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov subject line 
“Wildwood in the 30’s & 40’s”. Thanks for the help!  

Species Spotlight:  
Two-lined Salamander  

 
Salamanders are some of the most elusive              
amphibians, which rely on moist environments to 
breathe and function. Several have been spotted 
along a freshwater spring on the East Shore Trail. 
This species is small and slender in size, anywhere 
from 2.5-4.75 inches in length. They are greenish to 
yellowish brown with a dark stripe on either side of 
their body starting at their eye and running till the tip 
of their tail. The stripe consists of a series of irregu-
lar black spots. These salamanders have well devel-
oped legs making them difficult to handle and spry 
enough to wiggle away. During the spring, females 
lay anywhere from 12-100 eggs on the underside of   
submerged rocks, logs or aquatic vegetation. When 
spring rolls around, check for these guys under piles 
of wet leaves nearby a fresh water source.  

The Olewine Nature Center       
turns 25 in 2024 

 
In 1999, the Olewine Nature Center was formally 
opened. Thanks to the generosity of Benjamin Olewine 
III and other donors, Wildwood Park complemented the 
public’s outdoor experience with a facility for              
environmental education and appreciation. Since then, 
hundreds of thousands of visitors from across the region, 
as well as visitors from other states and countries, have 
learned from the exhibits, observed birds, shopped in the 
Nature Shop, attended workshops and seminars, enjoyed 
the arts and participated in family events and children’s 
programming. During the course of 2024, the Friends of 
Wildwood will share ways to celebrate this milestone! 

Wildwood’s Preserved Giants 
 
Giants in Wildwood? It’s true. Thanks to your ongoing 
support dollars, we were able to protect several very large 
ash trees nearly a decade ago when emerald ash borer was 

first detected in the Park. Biannual 
trunk injections kept these large 
trees alive and healthy. Thanks to 
these treatments, visitors can enjoy 
the majestic towering canopy in 
spring and summer and the sight of 
ash seeds coating the trail in autumn. 
Two trees are easily located; one is 
adjacent to the Nature Center       
outdoor restroom and another is   
situated alongside the picnic area 
behind the Center.  
 

Thank you members! Without your support, these types 
of projects would not be possible.  

Species Spotlight: 
Two-lined Salamander 

Salamanders are some of the most elusive amphibians, 
which rely on moist environments to breathe and function. 
Several have been spotted along a freshwater spring on the 
East Shore Trail. This species is small and slender in size, 
anywhere from 2.5-4.75 inches in length. They are greenish 
to yellowish brown with a dark stripe on either side of their 
body starting at their eye and running till the tip of their 
tail. The stripe consists of a series of irregular black spots. 
These salamanders have well developed legs making them 
difficult to handle and spry enough to wiggle away. During 
the spring, females lay anywhere from 12-100 eggs on the 
underside of submerged rocks, logs or aquatic vegetation. 
When spring rolls around, check for these guys under piles 
of wet leaves nearby a fresh water source.

Summer Day Camps

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day camps 
are “wildly” popular… no pun intended! Registration for 
all day camps will open on Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at 
6:00 am. For more information visit our website at https://
explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/. All questions 
should be emailed to slenker@dauphincounty.gov



Natural Ornaments
Sunday, December 3 & 10    		
10:00 am, 11:30am, 1:00pm and 2:30pm	 $8 per participant
Children and adults are invited to make holiday ornaments using pinecones, 
milkweed pods and other natural materials. Everything but the creativity 
will be supplied to make works of art to decorate for the holidays. Register 
online. 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon
Saturdays: Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 9 & April 13	
10:00 am – 11:00 am 	 Free
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of bird- 
friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon Society. 
Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn how to 
identify each one. On the second Saturday from November - April, join 
us in observing and counting common feeder birds as part of Project 
FeederWatch. Pre-registration not required. 

Make and Take Holiday Décor Workshop 
Thursday, December 14		
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm	 $30 per participant
Need a last minute gift for the holidays -- something 
unique? Dolores McGee, owner of D McGee Design 
Studio will lead this workshop sharing tips on how to 
make a sustainable and reusable base that, with a little 
tweaking, can be transformed into a table centerpiece, 
a swag for over a doorway or become the foundation 
for a lovely Holiday mantle display. Register online by 
Monday, December 11. 

Reindeer Workshop 
Sunday, December 17		
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm	 $25 per participant
Jump start your holiday season with a workshop at Wildwood Park. Craft 
your very own wooden reindeer with Friends of Wildwood President and 
Craftsman, Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to make three small 
reindeer with your choice of decorations from nature. All proceeds benefit 
the Friends of Wildwood. Register online. 

Sunset Winter Solstice Hike at Detweiler Park
Friday, December 22		
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm	 $2 per participant 
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a walk in the woods. Enjoy the sunset 
over the field sat Detweiler Park on the shortest day of the year. Please bring 
a headlamp or flashlight. Register online.

Kids Discover: Winter (Ages 9-12) 
Saturday, December 30		
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Ever wonder why winter returns every year? Why does it snow? Are 
snowflakes really one of a kind? How do animals hibernate? Join a 
Naturalist to learn the answers to these questions and more! Register online.

Winter Edibles Walk at Detweiler Park
Thursday, January 4		
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm	 $5 per participant
Join a Park Naturalist for a hike at Detweiler Park with a focus on trees and 
edible winter foods. Become familiar with a variety of common species and a 
few recipes you could try at home. Dress for the weather. Register online. 

Upcycled Winter Crafts (Ages 5-10) 
Sunday, January 7                          		
1:00 pm or 2:30 pm	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Children ages 5 and up are invited for a day of upcycled crafting! Everything 
but the creativity will be supplied to make a snow globe and a painted tree 
cookie. Register online.
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Upcoming Events
Online Registration!

Program registration is online at www.explorewildwoodpark.org/events/ 
It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register. 

Wooden Wall Hangings Workshop 
Saturday, January 27 		
9:00 am, 11:00 am & 1:00 pm 	 $45 per participant
Join Raymond Curanzy III a local artist and 
woodworker for a workshop to create an unique 
wooden wall hanging. Each participant will 
have the opportunity to choose from a selection 
of lumber milled from Pennsylvania trees and 
foraged wooden accents. Various rocks, fossils 
and other natural items will be available for use. 
Register online. 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Fossils (Ages 8-12) 
Saturday, February 10		
10:00 am – 11:30 am	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Do you have what it takes to be a Rock Hound?! A rock hound, or rock 
collector, explores the world of geology, the study of rocks and minerals, 
through things like mineral hardness testing and discovering what types of 
rocks glow under UV light. Register online. 

Winter Tree ID at Detweiler Park
Saturday, February 10                     	
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm	 $2 per participant
Have you ever wondered how to identify a tree in winter, when there are 
no leaves to help you? A Naturalist will help you learn how to ID common 
native trees using their bark! Register online.

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood! (Ages 2-5)
Wednesday, February 14		
10:00 am – 10:45 am	 Free
Register online. 

Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 15 – March 14         	
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm	 $35 per participant
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 5-week evening 
course on intermediate fly-tying conducted on 5 consecutive Thursday 
evenings. This is an intermediate course and is intended for anyone who is 
familiar with entry-level tying techniques. Everyone must provide their own 
tools. Materials for all flies will be provided at each class. Register online. 

Redesigned Barn Shutter Workshop 
Saturday, February 17		
10:00 am – 11:30 am	 $40 per participant 
Design your own decorative wooden shutter sign or photo display using 
repurposed antique shutters. Shutters are hinged with a variety of wood 
colors. Participants will choose from 2 or 3 paneled shutters redesign. 
Register online. 

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard 
Tuesday, February 20		
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm	 $20 per participant
Curious about edible plants and how to utilize them to create yummy winter 
recipes? Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make shagbark 
hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of each edible treat will 
be provided. Register online. 

Winter Candle Making Class 
Saturday, February 24 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm	 $40 per participant
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making 
class, where you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle in 
the container of your choosing. Moonrise will be offering 
a variety of repurposed vessels from their Finds collection 
for you to pour in. Choose one of their winter fragrance 
blends, create your own blend, or keep it simple with 
a single fragrance–you are the candle maker! Register 
online. 

Natural Ornaments 
Sunday, December 3 & 10       
10:00 am, 11:30am, 1:00pm and 2:30pm                  $8 per participant 
Children and adults are invited to make holiday ornaments using   
pinecones, milkweed pods and other natural materials. Everything but 
the creativity will be supplied to make works of art to decorate for the 
holidays. Register online.  
 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon 
Saturdays: Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 9 & April 13  
10:00 am – 11:00 am                                      Free 
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of bird- 
friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon Society. 
Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn how to 
identify each one. On the second Saturday from November - April, 
join us in observing and counting common feeder birds as part of   
Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not required.  
 

Make and Take Holiday Décor Workshop  
Thursday, December 14    
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm             $30 per participant 
Need a last minute gift for the holidays -- something unique? Dolores 
McGee, owner of D McGee Design Studio will 
lead this workshop sharing tips on how to make a 
sustainable and reusable base that, with a little 
tweaking, can be transformed into a table center-
piece, a swag for over a doorway or become the 
foundation for a lovely Holiday mantle display. 
Register online by Monday, December 11.  
 

Reindeer Workshop  
Sunday, December 17    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm              $25 per participant 
Jump start your holiday season with a workshop at Wildwood Park. 
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with Friends of Wildwood  
President and Craftsman, Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to 
make three small reindeer with your choice of decorations from     
nature. All proceeds benefit the Friends of Wildwood. Register online.  
 

Sunset Winter Solstice Hike at Detweiler Park 
Friday, December 22     
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm               $2 per participant  
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a walk in the woods. Enjoy the 
sunset over the fields at Detweiler Park on the shortest day of the year. 
Please bring and headlamp or flashlight. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Winter (Ages 9-12)  
Saturday, December 30    
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Ever wonder why winter returns every year? Why does it snow? Are 
snowflakes really one of a kind? How do animals hibernate? Join a 
Naturalist to learn the answers to these questions and more! Register 
online. 
 

Winter Edibles Walk at Detweiler Park 
Thursday, January 4     
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm                            $5 per participant 
Join a Park Naturalist for a hike at Detweiler Park with a focus on 
trees and edible winter foods. Become familiar with a variety of    
common species and a few recipes you could try at home. Dress for 
the weather. Register online.  
 

Upcycled Winter Crafts (Ages 5-10)  
Sunday, January 7                               
1:00 pm or 2:30 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Children ages 5 and up are invited for a day of upcycled crafting!  
Everything but the creativity will be supplied to make a snow globe 
and a painted tree cookie. Register online.  

Upcoming Events 

Wooden Wall Hangings Workshop  
Saturday, January 27    
9:00 am, 11:00 am & 1:00 pm               $45 per participant 
Join Raymond Curanzy III a local artist and woodworker for a       
workshop to create an unique wooden wall hanging. Each participant 
will have the opportunity to choose from a    
selection of lumber milled from Pennsylvania 
trees and foraged wooden accents. Various 
rocks, fossils and other natural items will be 
available for use. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Fossils (Ages 8-12)  
Saturday, February 10    
10:00 am – 11:30 am      $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you have what it takes to be a Rock Hound?! A rock hound, or rock 
collector, explores the world of geology, the study of rocks and       
minerals, through things like mineral hardness testing and discovering 
what types of rocks glow under UV light. Register online.  
 

Winter Tree ID at Detweiler Park 
Saturday, February 10                      
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm                  $2 per participant 
Have you ever wondered how to identify a tree in winter, when there 
are no leaves to help you? A Naturalist will help you learn how to ID 
common native trees using their bark! Register online. 
 

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood! (Ages 2-5) 
Wednesday, February 14     
10:00 am – 10:45 am                                                                         Free 
Register online.  
 

Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 15 – March 14           
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm                            $35 per participant 
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 5-week   
evening course on intermediate fly-tying conducted on 5 consecutive 
Thursday evenings. This is an intermediate course and is intended for 
anyone who is familiar with entry-level tying techniques. Everyone 
must provide their own tools. Materials for all flies will be provided at 
each class. Register online.  
 

Redesigned Barn Shutter Workshop  
Saturday, February 17    
10:00 am – 11:30 am               $40 per participant  
Design your own decorative wooden shutter sign or photo display using 
repurposed antique shutters. Shutters are hinged with a variety of wood 
colors. Participants will choose from 2 or 3 paneled shutters redesign. 
Register online.  
 

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, February 20    
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm               $20 per participant 
Curious about edible plants and how to utilize them to create yummy 
winter recipes? Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to 
make shagbark hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of 
each edible treat will be provided. Register online.  
 

Winter Candle Making Class  
Saturday, February 24                                  
10:00 am - 12:00 pm                                                  $40 per participant 
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making 
class, where you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle 
in the container of your choosing. Moonrise will be 
offering a variety of repurposed vessels from their 
Finds collection for you to pour in. Choose one of their 
winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, or 
keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the  
candle maker! Register online.  

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  
Natural Ornaments 
Sunday, December 3 & 10       
10:00 am, 11:30am, 1:00pm and 2:30pm                  $8 per participant 
Children and adults are invited to make holiday ornaments using   
pinecones, milkweed pods and other natural materials. Everything but 
the creativity will be supplied to make works of art to decorate for the 
holidays. Register online.  
 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon 
Saturdays: Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 9 & April 13  
10:00 am – 11:00 am                                      Free 
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of bird- 
friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon Society. 
Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn how to 
identify each one. On the second Saturday from November - April, 
join us in observing and counting common feeder birds as part of   
Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not required.  
 

Make and Take Holiday Décor Workshop  
Thursday, December 14    
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm             $30 per participant 
Need a last minute gift for the holidays -- something unique? Dolores 
McGee, owner of D McGee Design Studio will 
lead this workshop sharing tips on how to make a 
sustainable and reusable base that, with a little 
tweaking, can be transformed into a table center-
piece, a swag for over a doorway or become the 
foundation for a lovely Holiday mantle display. 
Register online by Monday, December 11.  
 

Reindeer Workshop  
Sunday, December 17    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm              $25 per participant 
Jump start your holiday season with a workshop at Wildwood Park. 
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with Friends of Wildwood  
President and Craftsman, Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to 
make three small reindeer with your choice of decorations from     
nature. All proceeds benefit the Friends of Wildwood. Register online.  
 

Sunset Winter Solstice Hike at Detweiler Park 
Friday, December 22     
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm               $2 per participant  
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a walk in the woods. Enjoy the 
sunset over the fields at Detweiler Park on the shortest day of the year. 
Please bring and headlamp or flashlight. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Winter (Ages 9-12)  
Saturday, December 30    
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Ever wonder why winter returns every year? Why does it snow? Are 
snowflakes really one of a kind? How do animals hibernate? Join a 
Naturalist to learn the answers to these questions and more! Register 
online. 
 

Winter Edibles Walk at Detweiler Park 
Thursday, January 4     
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm                            $5 per participant 
Join a Park Naturalist for a hike at Detweiler Park with a focus on 
trees and edible winter foods. Become familiar with a variety of    
common species and a few recipes you could try at home. Dress for 
the weather. Register online.  
 

Upcycled Winter Crafts (Ages 5-10)  
Sunday, January 7                               
1:00 pm or 2:30 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Children ages 5 and up are invited for a day of upcycled crafting!  
Everything but the creativity will be supplied to make a snow globe 
and a painted tree cookie. Register online.  

Upcoming Events 

Wooden Wall Hangings Workshop  
Saturday, January 27    
9:00 am, 11:00 am & 1:00 pm               $45 per participant 
Join Raymond Curanzy III a local artist and woodworker for a       
workshop to create an unique wooden wall hanging. Each participant 
will have the opportunity to choose from a    
selection of lumber milled from Pennsylvania 
trees and foraged wooden accents. Various 
rocks, fossils and other natural items will be 
available for use. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Fossils (Ages 8-12)  
Saturday, February 10    
10:00 am – 11:30 am      $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you have what it takes to be a Rock Hound?! A rock hound, or rock 
collector, explores the world of geology, the study of rocks and       
minerals, through things like mineral hardness testing and discovering 
what types of rocks glow under UV light. Register online.  
 

Winter Tree ID at Detweiler Park 
Saturday, February 10                      
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm                  $2 per participant 
Have you ever wondered how to identify a tree in winter, when there 
are no leaves to help you? A Naturalist will help you learn how to ID 
common native trees using their bark! Register online. 
 

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood! (Ages 2-5) 
Wednesday, February 14     
10:00 am – 10:45 am                                                                         Free 
Register online.  
 

Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 15 – March 14           
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm                            $35 per participant 
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 5-week   
evening course on intermediate fly-tying conducted on 5 consecutive 
Thursday evenings. This is an intermediate course and is intended for 
anyone who is familiar with entry-level tying techniques. Everyone 
must provide their own tools. Materials for all flies will be provided at 
each class. Register online.  
 

Redesigned Barn Shutter Workshop  
Saturday, February 17    
10:00 am – 11:30 am               $40 per participant  
Design your own decorative wooden shutter sign or photo display using 
repurposed antique shutters. Shutters are hinged with a variety of wood 
colors. Participants will choose from 2 or 3 paneled shutters redesign. 
Register online.  
 

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, February 20    
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm               $20 per participant 
Curious about edible plants and how to utilize them to create yummy 
winter recipes? Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to 
make shagbark hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of 
each edible treat will be provided. Register online.  
 

Winter Candle Making Class  
Saturday, February 24                                  
10:00 am - 12:00 pm                                                  $40 per participant 
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making 
class, where you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle 
in the container of your choosing. Moonrise will be 
offering a variety of repurposed vessels from their 
Finds collection for you to pour in. Choose one of their 
winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, or 
keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the  
candle maker! Register online.  

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  Natural Ornaments 
Sunday, December 3 & 10       
10:00 am, 11:30am, 1:00pm and 2:30pm                  $8 per participant 
Children and adults are invited to make holiday ornaments using   
pinecones, milkweed pods and other natural materials. Everything but 
the creativity will be supplied to make works of art to decorate for the 
holidays. Register online.  
 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon 
Saturdays: Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 9 & April 13  
10:00 am – 11:00 am                                      Free 
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of bird- 
friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon Society. 
Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn how to 
identify each one. On the second Saturday from November - April, 
join us in observing and counting common feeder birds as part of   
Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not required.  
 

Make and Take Holiday Décor Workshop  
Thursday, December 14    
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm             $30 per participant 
Need a last minute gift for the holidays -- something unique? Dolores 
McGee, owner of D McGee Design Studio will 
lead this workshop sharing tips on how to make a 
sustainable and reusable base that, with a little 
tweaking, can be transformed into a table center-
piece, a swag for over a doorway or become the 
foundation for a lovely Holiday mantle display. 
Register online by Monday, December 11.  
 

Reindeer Workshop  
Sunday, December 17    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm              $25 per participant 
Jump start your holiday season with a workshop at Wildwood Park. 
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with Friends of Wildwood  
President and Craftsman, Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to 
make three small reindeer with your choice of decorations from     
nature. All proceeds benefit the Friends of Wildwood. Register online.  
 

Sunset Winter Solstice Hike at Detweiler Park 
Friday, December 22     
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm               $2 per participant  
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with a walk in the woods. Enjoy the 
sunset over the fields at Detweiler Park on the shortest day of the year. 
Please bring and headlamp or flashlight. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Winter (Ages 9-12)  
Saturday, December 30    
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Ever wonder why winter returns every year? Why does it snow? Are 
snowflakes really one of a kind? How do animals hibernate? Join a 
Naturalist to learn the answers to these questions and more! Register 
online. 
 

Winter Edibles Walk at Detweiler Park 
Thursday, January 4     
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm                            $5 per participant 
Join a Park Naturalist for a hike at Detweiler Park with a focus on 
trees and edible winter foods. Become familiar with a variety of    
common species and a few recipes you could try at home. Dress for 
the weather. Register online.  
 

Upcycled Winter Crafts (Ages 5-10)  
Sunday, January 7                               
1:00 pm or 2:30 pm                   $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Children ages 5 and up are invited for a day of upcycled crafting!  
Everything but the creativity will be supplied to make a snow globe 
and a painted tree cookie. Register online.  

Upcoming Events 

Wooden Wall Hangings Workshop  
Saturday, January 27    
9:00 am, 11:00 am & 1:00 pm               $45 per participant 
Join Raymond Curanzy III a local artist and woodworker for a       
workshop to create an unique wooden wall hanging. Each participant 
will have the opportunity to choose from a    
selection of lumber milled from Pennsylvania 
trees and foraged wooden accents. Various 
rocks, fossils and other natural items will be 
available for use. Register online.  
 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Fossils (Ages 8-12)  
Saturday, February 10    
10:00 am – 11:30 am      $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you have what it takes to be a Rock Hound?! A rock hound, or rock 
collector, explores the world of geology, the study of rocks and       
minerals, through things like mineral hardness testing and discovering 
what types of rocks glow under UV light. Register online.  
 

Winter Tree ID at Detweiler Park 
Saturday, February 10                      
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm                  $2 per participant 
Have you ever wondered how to identify a tree in winter, when there 
are no leaves to help you? A Naturalist will help you learn how to ID 
common native trees using their bark! Register online. 
 

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood! (Ages 2-5) 
Wednesday, February 14     
10:00 am – 10:45 am                                                                         Free 
Register online.  
 

Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 15 – March 14           
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm                            $35 per participant 
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 5-week   
evening course on intermediate fly-tying conducted on 5 consecutive 
Thursday evenings. This is an intermediate course and is intended for 
anyone who is familiar with entry-level tying techniques. Everyone 
must provide their own tools. Materials for all flies will be provided at 
each class. Register online.  
 

Redesigned Barn Shutter Workshop  
Saturday, February 17    
10:00 am – 11:30 am               $40 per participant  
Design your own decorative wooden shutter sign or photo display using 
repurposed antique shutters. Shutters are hinged with a variety of wood 
colors. Participants will choose from 2 or 3 paneled shutters redesign. 
Register online.  
 

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, February 20    
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm               $20 per participant 
Curious about edible plants and how to utilize them to create yummy 
winter recipes? Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to 
make shagbark hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of 
each edible treat will be provided. Register online.  
 

Winter Candle Making Class  
Saturday, February 24                                  
10:00 am - 12:00 pm                                                  $40 per participant 
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making 
class, where you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle 
in the container of your choosing. Moonrise will be 
offering a variety of repurposed vessels from their 
Finds collection for you to pour in. Choose one of their 
winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, or 
keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the  
candle maker! Register online.  

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  



Volunteer Spotlight: Carol Lopus

It’s hard to recall how long a place has been a part of your 
life. As Carol reflected on her involvement and awareness 
of Wildwood Park, it was hard to pinpoint just how she 
first heard about the park. Some of her earliest memories of 
Wildwood include participating in the Walk for Wildwood 
previously held each fall during Celebrate Wildwood and 
bringing students from St. Stephen’s Episcopal School here 
for walks in the 90’s. Carol taught 4th grade for many years 
at St. Stephen’s and then stepped into the Head of School 
role when the founder retired. She held that position for 
9 years. She rounded her time off back in the classroom 
teaching 4th grade for several more years.

Upon retiring in 2013, she joined the Friends of Wildwood 
Board. In her tenure as a Wildwood Volunteer, she has 
served in a variety of capacities. Presently Carol is a 
Board Member, an Exhibit Hall Master Plan Committee 
Member, the Photo Contest Chairperson, an Art In The 
Wild Committee Member and a Special Events Committee 
Member: planning Wild About Dogs, the Friends’ Bus Trip 
and other Friends’ sponsored events. She helps at all the 
major park events including Wetlands Festival, 5K/10K Race 
and Celebrate Wildwood. She also helps in the gardens 
around the Nature Center pulling weeds and planting 
natives. You can even find Carol dressed up each fall as a 
black bear for Night at the Nature Center. It would seem she 
can’t get enough of all things Wildwood!

Her favorite Wildwood activities include just about any 
of the craft workshops, wreath making etc., walking on 
the trails, volunteering at the festivals and coordinating 
the Photo Contest (more on page 4). Carol expressed that 
volunteering at Wildwood is easy, the staff are great to 
work with, you’re always given the opportunity to learn 
more about local flora and fauna and there are just so many 
different jobs you could do. Carol loves that Wildwood 
Volunteers are given the freedom to work on projects 
independently. And you are truly able to see the results 
of what you planned and what you helped envision. Just 
like weeding a flowerbed provides instant gratification, 
volunteering at Wildwood and participating in park 
programming allows you to see firsthand the success of your 
labors. 

Carol, thank you 
for all you do at 
Wildwood, it is hard 
to remember an event 
or project that you 
haven’t assisted with 
in the last ten years 
and we look forward 
to many more years to 
come! 

Volunteer & Member News
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Winter Lecture Series:
Pennsylvania Natural Wonders

The Friends of Wildwood sponsored Winter Lecture Series 
is right around the corner. The lectures will be held in-person 
inside the Olewine Nature Center and do not require pre-
registration. They will be Tuesday evenings in January and 
February from 7:00 pm until 8:30 pm. This year’s theme will 
highlight PA Natural Wonders including parks, waterways, 
natural areas and caves. 

Tuesday, January 9				  

You may have visited one of Pennsylvania’s 124 state parks, 
but have you experienced any of the state’s 22 designated 
Natural Areas? From bogs to boulder fields, these Natural 
Areas are preserved due to unique scenic, geologic or 
ecological value. Join Marci Mowery, President of the 
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, for an in-
person lecture to learn more about these special places in the 
keystone state. 

Tuesday, January 23	 			 

Within our state is one of the largest expanses of green 
between New York City and Chicago- the PA Wilds. 
Covering 2.1 million acres of public land, the Pennsylvania 
Wilds is known for its stargazing, elk, abundant wildlife and 
rich heritage. Join Meredith Hill, Director of Conservation 
Landscape Program and PA Wilds Conservation Landscape 
at DCNR, for an in-person lecture to learn more about this 
special place in the keystone state. 

Tuesday, February 13	 		

The Keystone state features over 85,000 miles of streams 
and rivers! From mountain streams to whitewater rivers, 
Pennsylvania has it all. Several waterways have even been 
designated as National Wild and Scenic Rivers. Join Vallie 
Edenbo, Rivers Program Specialist for the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources, for an in-person 
lecture to learn more about these special places in the 
keystone state. 

Tuesday, February 27	 		

Pennsylvania is home to hundreds of caves - from short 
crawlways to miles of maze passages. PA caves provide a 
unique opportunity for exploration, recreation, surveying 
and scientific research. Learn about the distribution of caves 
in the state, how they form, how to safely go exploring and 
the unique ecosystems they provide from Rose-Anna Behr 
Senior Geologist Sinkhole and Karst Specialist with the PA 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau 
of Geological Survey.
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The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

A Word from Wildwood  
can be sent electronically to  
Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
Help save paper and money! GO GREEN! 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

Memorial Bricks 
 
In 2007, the Friends of Wildwood established the       
Memorial Brick Walkway to celebrate the 100th        
Anniversary of Wildwood Park. The Walkway is part of 
the Memorial Garden located near the Olewine Nature 
Center. 
 
Memorial bricks can be purchased at any time to      
commemorate a special event in someone’s life such as 
birthdays, anniversaries, honoring a friend or family 
member or remembering someone special, including 
your pets.  

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

Environmental Pioneers at   
Wildwood Park (Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 & Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and incorporated 
within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and financial support. 

Membership Benefits
Your membership supports the ongoing programs and 
conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin 
Olewine III Nature Center.

Your Membership provides the following:
•	 Reciprocal membership with more than 100 nature 

centers throughout the country that participate in the 
Association of Nature Center Administrators

•	 Subscription to A Word From Wildwood quarterly 
newsletter

•	 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases
•	 Knowing you:

•	 Support outdoor educational and recreational 
opportunities reaching over 100,000 people annually

•	 Have a direct impact on local and migratory 
wildlife, wild plants and the diverse people living in 
our community

•	 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for future 
generations

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning?
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A Word from Wildwood  
 

can be sent electronically to 
Friends of Wildwood members. 
Email wwstaff@dauphinc.org.        

 
   Help save paper and money!  GO GREEN! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Join the Friends in their annual Giving 
Tuesday Campaign. Monies raised will be 
given to Save The Boardwalk. Every dollar 
counts and makes a difference! 
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The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  
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Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
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6. Sponsor a program 
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Membership Benefits 
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efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine 

III Nature Center. 
 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational opportunities and 

programs that reach 10,000 people annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

 

Junior Naturalist Day Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Monday, July 17—Friday, July 21   
 
Outdoor Week (ages 12-14)   
Monday, July 31—Friday, August 4  

 
Camps are $165 per child and run                

9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Space is limited, register online at   

explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/  
 

Many camps are already at capacity. For next 
year, registration begins in early January. 

Environmental Pioneers 
(Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 &          
Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
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Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
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Garden located near the Olewine Nature Center.

Memorial bricks can be purchased at any time to 
commemorate a special event in someone’s life such as 
birthdays, anniversaries, honoring a friend or family member 
or remembering someone special, including your pets. 
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Wildwood Park (Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 & Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are 
final and all proceeds directly benefit the projects and 
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood. 

Friends of Wildwood 
Painting at the Park Event

Saturday, January 20 from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
$25 per participant 

Join the Friends of Wildwood for 
their seventh annual Painting at the 
Park, directed by Jenn Newman 
from Jenn’s Craft Parties. Jenn 
will lead participants through 
the creation a wintery scene! All 
experience levels are welcome, and 
all materials will be provided. All 
proceeds will go to the Friends of 
Wildwood. Registration required by 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024. The 
snow date for this program will be 
Sunday, January 21, 2024.

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

A Word from Wildwood  
can be sent electronically to  
Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
Help save paper and money! GO GREEN! 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

Memorial Bricks 
 
In 2007, the Friends of Wildwood established the       
Memorial Brick Walkway to celebrate the 100th        
Anniversary of Wildwood Park. The Walkway is part of 
the Memorial Garden located near the Olewine Nature 
Center. 
 
Memorial bricks can be purchased at any time to      
commemorate a special event in someone’s life such as 
birthdays, anniversaries, honoring a friend or family 
member or remembering someone special, including 
your pets.  

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

Join the Friends of Wildwood for their seventh   
annual Painting at the Park, directed by Jenn 
Newman from Jenn's Craft    
Parties. Jenn will lead            
participants through the creation 
a wintery scene! All experience 
levels are welcome, and all    
materials will be provided. All 
proceeds will go to the Friends 
of Wildwood. Registration      
required by Wednesday, January 
17, 2024. The snow date for this 
program will be Sunday, January 21, 2024.  

Friends of Wildwood  
Painting at the Park Event 

Saturday, January 20 from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm | 
$25 per participant  
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MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarrss  ffoorr    
tthheessee  uuppccoommiinngg  eevveennttss!!  

  

RReeiinnddeeeerr                            
WWoorrkksshhoopp  

Sun. Dec. 17 
1:30pm—3:00pm  

  
  

PPaaiinnttiinngg  aatt  tthhee  PPaarrkk  
Sat. Jan. 20 

1:00pm—3:00pm  

PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  
Tues. Dec. 12—   

Sat. Jan. 27 
10:00am—4:00pm  


