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The goal of Friends of Wildwood is to preserve and support 
Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center.

A Year in Review

Below is a selection of highlights from Friends of 
Wildwood’s 2025 Accomplishments: 

1. Sponsored the Winter Lecture Series.

2. Held Annual Photo Contest Exhibition.

3. Sponsored/Facilitated Art In The Wild’s nineteen outdoor 
art installations.  

4. Managed the Nature Shop. 

5. Initiated donation planning for future Nature Center 
Exhibits. 

6. Pledged matching funds for a DCNR Grant for Trail 
Improvements. 

7. Pledged matching funds for a DEP Grant for Paxton 
Creek Stream Improvements. 

8. Received a Grant from REI Cooperative Action Fund for 
outdoor improvements. 

9. Received a Keep PA Beautiful Grant and planted 29 large 
trees in the Park. 

10. Funded Wildwood Restoration permit reviews with the 
United Stated Army 
Corps of Engineers.  

11. Maintained 
a membership of 
approximately 350 
members. 

12. Supported 
Wetlands Festival, 
5K/10K and Celebrate Wildwood. 

13. Participated in outreach events at Fort Hunter Park.  

14. Facilitated Friends of Wildwood Special Events including 
Wild About Dogs, Off The Beaten Path Bus Trip, Painting 
at the Park, Tree Sale and a variety of public workshops.  

15. Continued to treat mature ash trees from harmful 
Emerald Ash Borer Beetles.  

16. Installed Bird Friendly Windows in partnership with 
Appalachian Audubon Society.  

17. Filled critical volunteer positions throughout Wildwood 
Park including Board Members, Nature Center Front Desk, 
Garden Work Group and Events. 

Friends of Wildwood Receive 
REI Cooperative Action Fund Grant

The Friends of Wildwood are pleased to report that a 
two-part $20,000 grant has been received from the REI 
Cooperative Action Fund. Started in 1938 near Seattle, REI 
exists to inspire and equip everyone to get outside and enjoy 
the outdoors. Outdoor enthusiasts know that REI operates 
as a consumer co-operative and exists as the nation’s largest 
retailer of outdoor recreation equipment.

The REI Cooperative Action Fund is a separate non-profit 
program, established as an arm of the REI Co-op in 2021. 
By awarding grants, the Fund supports other non-profits 
nationwide doing the essential work in making the outdoors 
more accessible and inclusive for everyone. 

The FOWW was nominated for this grant by the REI Co-
op Team of Mechanicsburg, PA in support of our mission 
and efforts at Wildwood. We are proud to be one of only six 
Fund Grant recipients in Pennsylvania this year.

We are grateful for and so appreciative of REI’s recognition 
of The Friends of Wildwood. The details of exactly how 
the funds will be used at Wildwood are being developed, 
but as mandated by the terms of the funding, project 
work will be outdoors in the Park. We will summarize 
our use of the funding on the Wildwood website <www.
explorewildwoodpark.org>. And you will also notice the 
addition of the REI logo on our website demonstrating our 
new partnership. 

And that’s what a co-op does: bring together people, 
organizations and missions.
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Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine III Nature 
Center are part of the Dauphin County Parks and Recre-
ationDepartment. The Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center 
is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and is closed Mondays and holidays. Wildwood Park’s trails 
are open from dawn until dusk. Programs can be viewed at 
explorewildwoodpark.org/events and questions directed to 
wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov
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George P. Hartwick, III 
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Anthea Stebbins
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A Word from the President 
 
DID YOU KNOW that Wildwood Park began as 
the result of a nationwide environmental movement 
and has connections to a notable list of naturalists 
and landscape designers? The land now occupied by 
Wildwood Park was targeted as part of the late 
nineteenth – early twentieth century City Beautiful 
Movement, an effort to promote civic pride and  
engagement in urban design nationwide.  
 
In Harrisburg, the movement was promoted by local 
businessman and civic leader J. Horace McFarland. 
McFarland, along with a team of like-minded      
associates including noted Landscape Architect 
Warren Manning, developed a masterplan for parks 
and other upgrades in Pennsylvania’s state capital 
that included the area then known as Wetzel’s 
Swamp, later called Wildwood Lake Sanctuary and 
now known as Wildwood Park.  
 
Today we have Wildwood as a local resource to  
enjoy and learn from everyday thanks to the      
foresight of earlier visionaries and the responsible 
current stewardship of the Dauphin County Parks 
and Recreation Department. Come and enjoy all 
that Wildwood has to offer – special programs, 
workshops, celebration days, hiking trails, quiet 
meditation, environmental displays, and the Nature 
Shop. We look forward to your visit! 
 
See you at Wildwood, 
Jim 
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As the summer sun streams through 
the brilliant green leaves of the trees,    
nature photographers take advantage 
of the beautiful natural light. Many 
are preparing for the 2023 Friends of    
Wildwood Photo Contest, finding just 
the right angle for the perfect shot.  
 
The Friends of Wildwood are seeking original,   
amateur photographs taken within one of the six 
Dauphin County Parks: Wildwood Park, Fort 
Hunter Park, Fort Hunter Conservancy, Detweiler 
Park, Wiconisco Creek Park or Lykens Glen Park. 
Photos should reflect wetlands habitat, flora, fauna, 
and activities, and convey the conservation values 
of the Park. Entry brochures, including contest    
eligibility and rules, are available online and at the 
Nature Center. Photographic entries will be         
accepted beginning on November 1, 2023. We look 
forward to seeing the splendor of our Parks               
represented in print once again. 

You may think Wildwood is taking its Winter nap – not so! 
While the Park may look a bit sleepy outside, the Park’s flora 
is busy underground getting ready for a spring showing. 
There will be lots of activities outdoors for our hardier, snow 
and cold-loving visitors including Wellness Walks, Winter 
Discovery events, Winter photography, and just plain hiking. 
NOTE: please be extra careful as the trails and boardwalks 
might be icy.

Inside, the Olewine Nature Center will be buzzing with 
activity throughout the season. A few of the highlights 
include the Winter Lecture Series, Children’s Learning 
Series, Wreaths, Ornament and Reindeer Workshops (the 
latter a favorite of yours truly), Birds and Coffee with 
the Appalachian Audubon Society, and the annual Photo 
Contest Reception —always a festive occasion. And for the 
fisherfolks among us, don’t forget the Fly-Tying Workshops 
with the Doc. Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited.

Whatever brings you to Wildwood, we welcome you to any/
all of the special activities offered by the Nature Center and 
the Friends of Wildwood. Or just stop in to say hi! The staff 
and volunteer Friends look forward to welcoming you, your 
friends and family. And speaking of the Friends (and you 
knew this was coming), I can’t pass up an opportunity to 
invite any of our readers who may not yet be members to 
consider joining the Friends of Wildwood. We are the non-
profit organization that supports the Park and many of its 
activities, programs and projects. It’s an easy and inexpensive 
way to also show your support for Wildwood. Please know 
that your membership is essential for us to continue our 
mission to support the Park. Visit our website for more 
membership information.

And by the way, Friends memberships make great holiday 
gifts in addition to many ideas offered in the Nature Center 
Nature Shop.

Thanks. Happy Holidays to Everyone and see you at 
Wildwood.

Jim

Donation Requests

Wanted: colored plastic grocery bags for upcoming Plarn 
Workshop. Additional craft items could include: pompoms of 
any size (mainly red & green), poly-fil, blank canvas bags, felt 
sheets, clothespins, buttons, air dry clay and sticker sheets. 
Donations can be left at the Front Desk inside the Nature 
Center. 
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Park Highlights

Fall Tree Planting

Friends of Wildwood received a Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 
Grant, funded by The Giant Company, for the planting of 
29 large trees in Wildwood Park. We are happy to announce 
that all 29 of the trees have been planted!  
 
Take a walk and you will likely notice Eastern Redbud 
planted along Wildwood Way Trail; Pagoda Dogwood 
and Swamp White Oak along the Towpath Trail; and 
Eastern Red Cedar planted near the South Lot to bolster 
the PennDOT approved Roadside Beautification planting 
between the Park and I-81(started in 2012).  
 
Trees were selected that thrive in Wildwood, are mostly 
native and are large enough to withstand deer browse. A 
winter cover area for wildlife was created along Wildwood 
Way Trail by grouping White Pine and Norway Spruce 
together —a recommendation from the Park’s Natural 
Resource Committee and referenced in the Master Plan. All 
the planting locations will help fill remaining canopy gaps. 
In addition to a visual screen, the trees will reduce highway 
noise, air pollution, runoff and curb erosion.

Photo Contest Exhibit

Visit the Olewine Nature Center 
beginning on Tuesday, December 
9, 2025, to view and vote for your 
favorite photos! Take a tour of 
beautiful photographs from all of 
Dauphin County’s parks. The display 
will be available through Saturday, 
January 24, 2026. The Nature Center 
is open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and 
is closed on Mondays, Dec, 24-25 and Jan. 1. Winners will 
be announced at the Photo Contest Reception on Sunday, 
December 14, 2025, at 1:00 pm. Prizes will be awarded for 
winning entries. The People’s Choice Award winners will be 
announced in February after the display ends.
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AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the Park! This year’s upcoming  theme is “Balance.” 
Submit your Art In The Wild idea today. It’s easy and 
free. Go to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for 
more information. Applications are due by January 23, 
2026 and can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Hbg, PA 
17110 or emailed to rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov   

2026 Field Trips & Day Camps 
 

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day Camps 
and Guided Spring Field Trips are “wildly” popular—no 
joke! Registration for these will open on Monday,          
January 5, 2026 at 6:00 am. For more information visit 
our website. All questions about Day Camps should be 
emailed to slenker@dauphincounty.gov and all questions 
concerning Spring Field Trips should be emailed to       
rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov.  

Bonsai Workshop 
 

Sample the Japanese art form known as bonsai on        
Sunday, March 8 from 12:00 pm—3:00 pm. This      
workshop will provide you with a brief history, a Juniper 
(Procumbens nana), wire, chopstick, small pruners and a 
care sheet. Instructors from Fat Cat 
Bonsai will guide you from               
selection of a viewing side to trunk 
and branch placement. Create your 
own living art. Proceeds benefit the 
Friends of Wildwood. Space is         
limited to 12 participants.  
Pre-registration required. Register online at                         
explorewildwoodpark.org/events. The cost is $80 for 
Members, $85 for Non-Members, Use Code                          
TinyTree2026 for a $5 discount.  

Photo Contest Exhibit 
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Nature Center Gardens 
 
Special thanks to Mary Lundeen and Jim Allen for       
coordinating the October Volunteer Work Day. Together, 
with a handful of very hard            
working volunteers, they covered 
the gardens with cardboard, then 
piled mulch on top of it to help      
suppress weed growth. Special 
thank you to Hungry Hook Farm for 
donating the plants that were        
planted later in November. 
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Trees were selected that thrive in Wildwood, are mostly 
native and are large enough to withstand deer browse. A 
winter cover area for wildlife was created along           
Wildwood Way Trail by grouping White Pine and        
Norway Spruce together —a recommendation from the 
Park’s Natural Resource Committee and referenced in 
the Master Plan. All the planting locations will help fill 
remaining canopy gaps. In addition to a visual screen, 
the trees will reduce highway noise, air pollution, runoff 
and curb erosion.  

AArrtt  IInn  TThhee  WWiilldd  
CALL TO ARTISTS: Join the fun in making outdoor art 
in the Park! This year’s upcoming  theme is “Balance.” 
Submit your Art In The Wild idea today. It’s easy and 
free. Go to exporewildwoodpark.org/art-in-the-wild/ for 
more information. Applications are due by January 23, 
2026 and can be mailed to 100 Wildwood Way, Hbg, PA 
17110 or emailed to rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov   

2026 Field Trips & Day Camps 
 

In case you didn’t know, Wildwood Summer Day Camps 
and Guided Spring Field Trips are “wildly” popular—no 
joke! Registration for these will open on Monday,          
January 5, 2026 at 6:00 am. For more information visit 
our website. All questions about Day Camps should be 
emailed to slenker@dauphincounty.gov and all questions 
concerning Spring Field Trips should be emailed to       
rcuranzy@dauphincounty.gov.  

Bonsai Workshop 
 

Sample the Japanese art form known as bonsai on        
Sunday, March 8 from 12:00 pm—3:00 pm. This      
workshop will provide you with a brief history, a Juniper 
(Procumbens nana), wire, chopstick, small pruners and a 
care sheet. Instructors from Fat Cat 
Bonsai will guide you from               
selection of a viewing side to trunk 
and branch placement. Create your 
own living art. Proceeds benefit the 
Friends of Wildwood. Space is         
limited to 12 participants.  
Pre-registration required. Register online at                         
explorewildwoodpark.org/events. The cost is $80 for 
Members, $85 for Non-Members, Use Code                          
TinyTree2026 for a $5 discount.  

Photo Contest Exhibit 
 
Visit the Olewine Nature Center                         
beginning on Tuesday, December 9, 
2025, to view and vote for your favorite 
photos! Take a tour of beautiful           
photographs from all of Dauphin        
County’s parks. The display will be         
available through Saturday, January 24, 2026.                        
The Nature Center is open from 10:00 am—4:00 pm and 
is closed on Mondays, Dec, 24-25 and Jan. 1. Winners 
will be announced at the Photo Contest Reception on 
Sunday, December 14, 2025, at 1:00 pm. Prizes will be 
awarded for winning entries. The People’s Choice Award 
winners will be announced in February after the display 
ends. 

Nature Center Gardens 
 
Special thanks to Mary Lundeen and Jim Allen for       
coordinating the October Volunteer Work Day. Together, 
with a handful of very hard            
working volunteers, they covered 
the gardens with cardboard, then 
piled mulch on top of it to help      
suppress weed growth. Special 
thank you to Hungry Hook Farm for 
donating the plants that were        
planted later in November. 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  
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Welcome Emma & Lydia
Wildwood welcomed two new Part-time Environmental 
Educators, Emma Cramer and Lydia Neuhauser to the staff 
this November.  

Emma has a Bachelor of Science 
from Oregon State University 
(online campus) with an Applied 
Ecology minor. She also studied 
abroad in Sydney, Australia. 
Emma was a lead instructor for a 
summer camp in Anchorage, AK 
where she led groups of children 
ages 4-14 in courses covering 
foraging, boat safety, and much more. She participated in the 
York County Envirothon and is an avid scuba diver.  
 
Lydia has a Bachelor of Science 
in Global and International 
Studies (Health and Environment 
focus) from Penn State 
University. She also minored 
in Spanish, Sustainability 
Leadership, and Environmental 
Inquiry. Lydia has a Master of 
International Affairs degree, 
Sustainable Development Focus 
also from Penn State University. She studied abroad in 
Ecuador and interned as a teacher’s assistant at an outdoor 
school for students ages 4-12. Lydia also had an internship at 
Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center. 

We are so excited to welcome you and can’t wait to see all 
you learn and do during your time at Wildwood! 

Species Spotlight: Brant
Can you remember a time when spotting a Canada Goose 
was a rare treat? Countless members of our community can 
recall such an event. However, in the last few decades, the 
number of resident Canada Geese has drastically increased. 
So naturally, when you spot a gaggle of geese with a smaller 
version of themselves nestled in between, you take pause 
for a closer look. A Brant was spotted on Wildwood Lake 
this past November to the delight of birders alike. Brants 
are not baby Canada Geese but rather a different species 
entirely. Brants are considered rare for Pennsylvania and 
North America in general, making this sighting an added 
thrill! Brants look like a small dark goose with a white rump. 
Their head and neck are almost entirely black, with a small 
white “necklace” appearing almost invisible at a distance. In 
flight, these birds have a more pointed wing, appearing more 
angled in flight in comparison to the Canada Goose. They 
are fast fliers that tend to fly in an uneven “U-formation” 
or line. They are most commonly seen in southern parts of 
Canada. Their call is a soft gargling “rrot” or “cronk” which 
manifests in a low murmur, another staunch contrast to the 
Canada Goose. So, have you seen a Brant?

Welcome New Board Members

The Friends of Wildwood Board 
welcomes two new members 
Julie Metzger and Thomas (Tom) 
Hilbish. Julie and Tom come 
to the Friends board with a 
multitude of skill sets and passion 
for Wildwood’s mission.  
 
Julie is a big fan of Wildwood 
and is interested in contributing to the preservation and 
enrichment of the Park. Julie brings a wealth of board 
experience with other community minded organizations.  
 

Tom is a retired teacher and a 
dedicated volunteer at the Nature 
Center. He also has previous board 
experience, including Friends of 
Wildwood, and a strong passion for 
the outdoors. 

Welcome Julie and Tom!
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We are so excited to welcome you and can’t wait to see 
all you learn and do during your time at Wildwood!  

Run Wild for Wildwood Recap 
 
On August 23rd, Wildwood hosted the 6th annual Run 
Wild for Wildwood 5K/10K. We had a full race with 300 
walkers and runners. Participants completed 1 lap around 
the park for the 5K and two laps for the 10K. This race 
would not be possible without the support of our                      
volunteers who helped with registration, swag bag prep, 
water stations, food 
and awards. The race is 
always a lovely            
celebration of the              
recreation                           
opportunities the Park 
provides. Special 
thanks to UPMC and 
Ollie’s who sponsored 
this event and REI who 
provided prizes for our 
top finishers.  
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small white “necklace” appearing almost invisible at a 
distance. In flight, these birds have a more pointed wing, 
appearing more angled in flight in comparison to the    
Canada Goose. They are fast fliers that tend to fly in an 
uneven “U-formation” or line. They are most commonly 
seen in southern parts of Canada. Their call is a soft       
gargling “rrot” or “cronk” which manifests in a low       
murmur, another staunch contrast to the Canada Goose. 
So, have you seen a Brant? 

Welcome Emma & Lydia 
 

Wildwood welcomed two new Part-time Environmental  
Educators, Emma Cramer and Lydia Neuhauser to the 
staff this November.  
 
Emma has a Bachelor of Science 
from Oregon State University 
(online campus) with an Applied 
Ecology minor. She also studied 
abroad in Sydney, Australia.       
Emma was a lead instructor for a 
summer camp in Anchorage, AK 
where she led groups of children 
ages 4-14 in courses covering foraging, boat safety, and 
much more. She participated in the York County           
Envirothon and is an avid scuba diver.  
 
Lydia has a Bachelor of Science in Global and                         
International Studies (Health and Environment focus) 
from Penn State University. She also minored in Spanish, 
Sustainability Leadership, and Environmental Inquiry. 
Lydia has a Master of International 
Affairs degree, Sustainable          
Development Focus also from Penn 
State University. She studied 
abroad in Ecuador and interned as a 
teacher’s assistant at an outdoor 
school for students ages 4-12.          
Lydia also had an internship at 
Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center.  
 
We are so excited to welcome you and can’t wait to see 
all you learn and do during your time at Wildwood!  

Run Wild for Wildwood Recap 
 
On August 23rd, Wildwood hosted the 6th annual Run 
Wild for Wildwood 5K/10K. We had a full race with 300 
walkers and runners. Participants completed 1 lap around 
the park for the 5K and two laps for the 10K. This race 
would not be possible without the support of our                      
volunteers who helped with registration, swag bag prep, 
water stations, food 
and awards. The race is 
always a lovely            
celebration of the              
recreation                           
opportunities the Park 
provides. Special 
thanks to UPMC and 
Ollie’s who sponsored 
this event and REI who 
provided prizes for our 
top finishers.  
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The Friends of Wildwood Board welcomes two new 
members Julie Metzger and Thomas (Tom) Hilbish. Julie 
and Tom come to the Friends board with a multitude of 
skill sets and passion for Wildwood’s mission.  
 
Julie is a big fan of Wildwood and 
is interested in contributing to the 
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Park. Julie brings a wealth of board 
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On August 23rd, Wildwood hosted the 6th annual Run 
Wild for Wildwood 5K/10K. We had a full race with 300 
walkers and runners. Participants completed one lap around 
the park for the 5K and two laps for the 10K. This race 
would not be possible without the support of our volunteers 
who helped with registration, swag bag prep, water stations, 
food and awards. The race is always a lovely celebration 
of the recreation opportunities the Park provides. Special 
thanks to UPMC and Ollie’s who sponsored this event and 
REI who provided prizes for our top finishers.



Winter Discovery 
December 9 – January 31		
10:00 am – 4:00 pm	 Free
(closed Mondays, December 24, December 25, & January 1) 
Visit the Olewine Nature Center, where special exhibits and activities will 
highlight the magic of the winter world. Follow self-guided signs along the 
Towpath Trail to enhance your winter outdoor experience while learning 
about the natural history of Wildwood Park and animals in winter. Pre-
registration not required, the trails are open from dawn until dusk.

Reindeer Workshop 
Sunday, December 21
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 	 $25 per participant
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with 
Friends of Wildwood President and Craftsman, 
Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to make 
three small reindeer with your choice of decorations 
from nature. All ages welcome; children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Limited to 25 people. All 
proceeds benefit the Friends of Wildwood. Register 
online.

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon
Saturdays Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14 & April 11
10:00 am – 11:00 am	  Free
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of bird- 
friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon Society. 
Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn how to identify 
each one. Join us in observing and counting common feeder birds as part of 
Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not required.

Kids Discover: Rocks and Minerals (Ages 5-10) 
Saturday, January 24
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm	 $5 per child, chaperones are free
Do you like rocks? Come explore the three types of rocks and what makes 
each one special. Witness how some rocks are soft, some rocks float 
and some rocks even glow! We’ll learn through stories and hands-on 
demonstrations. Each participant will go home with a theme-related book 
provided by Altrusa of South Central PA. Register online.

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood! 
Wednesday, January 28
10:00 am – 10:45 am	
Free
Join a Dauphin County Library System Librarian and Wildwood 
Environmental Educator for a fun story session for children ages 2-5. 
Register online.

Pressed Flower Valentines 
Saturday, January 31
10:00 am, 11:30 am or 1:00 pm	
$10 per participant
Craft your very own unique hand-made valentine 
for that special someone. Using pressed flowers 
and other items from nature, this valentine is sure 
to impress! Registration fee includes all materials 
needed. All ages welcome; children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Timeslots are limited to 
15 participants. Register online.

Kids Discover: Groundhogs (Ages 5-10) 
Sunday, February 1
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm	  $10 per child, chaperones are free
Join a Naturalist to discover more about Groundhog Day and how the 
amazing groundhog spends the winter. Participants will even get to 
meet a live groundhog courtesy of our friends at Acorn Acres Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center. Register online. 5

Upcoming Events
Online Registration!

Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/ 
It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard 
Tuesday, February 3
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm	  $10 per participant
Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make shagbark hickory 
syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of each edible treat will be 
provided. Register online. 

Beginner or Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 12 – March 19
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm	 $50 per participant
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 6-week evening 
course on beginners fly-tying at the Olewine Nature Center. The class will 
be conducted on 6 consecutive Thursday evenings. Participants must be 
14 years old, those under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Register online by February 9. 

Light & Airy Bouquets
Saturday, February 14
10:00 am – 12:00 pm	 $60 per participant 
Dolores McGee, owner of D. McGee Design Studio, 
will share with you the simplest technique that will 
change how you put together a beautiful light and 
airy bouquet; a technique that will keep stems from 
shifting position as you work and help you control a 
lovely spiral twist. Take home your beautiful creation 
or gift it to someone special in your life for Valentines 
Day. All materials provided. Workshop is limited to 
20 participants. Register online by January 30.

Introduction to Plarn 
Saturday, February 21
10:00 am – 12:00 pm	 $10 per participant
Join Wildwood Volunteer Ann Pacey for an introduction to Plarn. Plarn 
is a word that combines the terms “plastic” and “yarn.” It is the process of 

creating a usable upcycled yarn out of plastic grocery 
bags. Participants will learn how to make “plarn” out of 
their plastic bags at home and begin making a small bag. 
Participants who croquet should bring a size “N” crochet 
hook if they have one at home. Participants that knit 
should bring size 10 needles. Hooks and needles will be 
provided to those that need them. Register online. 

Winter Candle Making 
Saturday, February 28
10:00 am – 12:00 pm	 $40 per participant
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle 
Making class, where you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy 
candle in the container of your choosing. Moonrise 
will be offering a variety of repurposed vessels from 
their Finds collection for you to pour in. Choose one of 
their winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, 
or keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the 
candle maker! While you wait for the wax to harden, 
design your own match box to take home. Workshop 
is limited to 20 participants. Children under 18 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Register online. 

Spring Wreath Workshop 
Saturday, March 14	
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm	 $30 per wreath
Decorate a spring wreath out of natural materials. Everything will be 
supplied to make a wreath with decorations from nature, including cones, 
nuts and seed pods. Select from a variety of wreath bases including grape 
vines and wire frames. Participants may bring additional items and ribbon.   	
Register online.
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Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, February 3     
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm             $10 per participant 
Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make shagbark  
hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of each edible treat 
will be provided. Register online.  
 

Beginner or Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 12 – March 19  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm               $50 per participant 
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 6-week   
evening course on beginners fly-tying at the Olewine Nature Center. 
The class will be conducted on 6 consecutive Thursday evenings.    
Participants must be 14 years old, those under the age of 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Register online by February 9.  
 

Light & Airy Bouquets 
Saturday, February 14    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm               $60 per participant  
Dolores McGee, owner of D. McGee Design Studio, will share with 
you the simplest technique that will change 
how you put together a beautiful light and airy 
bouquet; a technique that will keep stems from 
shifting position as you work and help you  
control a lovely spiral twist. Take home your 
beautiful creation or gift it to someone special 
in your life for Valentines Day. All materials 
provided. Workshop is limited to 20            
participants. Register online by January 30. 
 

Introduction to Plarn  
Saturday, February 21    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm               $10 per participant 
Join Wildwood Volunteer Ann Pacey for an introduction to Plarn. Plarn 
is a word that combines the terms “plastic” and “yarn.” It is the process 
of creating a usable upcycled yarn out of plastic grocery bags.                 

Participants will learn how to make “plarn” out of 
their plastic bags at home and begin making a small 
bag. Participants who croquet should bring a size “N” 
crochet hook if they have one at home. Participants 
that knit should bring size 10 needles. Hooks and 
needles will be provided to those that need them. 
Register online.  
 

Winter Candle Making  
Saturday, February 28    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm                                                 $40 per participant 
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making class, where 
you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle in the          
container of your choosing. Moonrise will be offering 
a variety of repurposed vessels from their Finds         
collection for you to pour in. Choose one of their  
winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, or 
keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the 
candle maker! While you wait for the wax to harden, 
design your own match box to take home. Workshop 
is limited to 20 participants. Children under 18 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Register online.  
 

Spring Wreath Workshop  
Saturday, March 14     
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm      $30 per wreath 
Decorate a spring wreath out of natural materials. Everything will be 
supplied to make a wreath with decorations from nature, including 
cones, nuts and seed pods. Select from a variety of wreath bases      
including grape vines and wire frames. Participants may bring                
additional items and ribbon. Register online.   

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  
Winter Discovery  
December 9 – January 31    
10:00 am – 4:00 pm          Free 
(closed Mondays, December 24, December 25, & January 1) 
Visit the Olewine Nature Center, where special exhibits and activities 
will highlight the magic of the winter world. Follow self-guided signs 
along the Towpath Trail to enhance your winter outdoor experience 
while learning about the natural history of Wildwood Park and           
animals in winter. Pre-registration not required, the trails are open 
from dawn until dusk. 
 

Reindeer Workshop  
Sunday, December 21    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm              $25 per participant 
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with 
Friends of Wildwood President and Craftsman, 
Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to 
make three small reindeer with your choice of 
decorations from nature. All ages welcome;  
children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Limited to 25 people. All proceeds benefit the 
Friends of Wildwood. Register online. 
 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon 
Saturdays Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14 & April 11                                    
10:00 am – 11:00 am                                                                       Free 
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of       
bird- friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon  
Society. Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn 
how to identify each one. Join us in observing and counting common 
feeder birds as part of Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not        
required. 
 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Minerals (Ages 5-10)  
Saturday, January 24    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you like rocks? Come explore the three types of rocks and what 
makes each one special. Witness how some rocks are soft, some rocks 
float and some rocks even glow! We’ll learn through stories and hands
-on demonstrations. Each participant will go home with a theme-
related book provided by Altrusa of South Central PA. Register 
online. 
 

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood!  
Wednesday, January 28     
10:00 am – 10:45 am                                     Free 
Join a Dauphin County Library System Librarian and Wildwood          
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Pressed Flower Valentines  
Saturday, January 31    
10:00 am, 11:30 am or 1:00 pm                               $10 per participant 
Craft your very own unique hand-made         
valentine for that special someone. Using 
pressed flowers and other items from nature, 
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fee includes all materials needed. All ages          
welcome; children must be accompanied by an 
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Register online. 
 

Kids Discover: Groundhogs (Ages 5-10)  
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Join a Naturalist to discover more about Groundhog Day and how the 
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animals in winter. Pre-registration not required, the trails are open 
from dawn until dusk. 
 

Reindeer Workshop  
Sunday, December 21    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm              $25 per participant 
Craft your very own wooden reindeer with 
Friends of Wildwood President and Craftsman, 
Jim Caufield. Everything will be supplied to 
make three small reindeer with your choice of 
decorations from nature. All ages welcome;  
children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Limited to 25 people. All proceeds benefit the 
Friends of Wildwood. Register online. 
 

Birds & Coffee with Appalachian Audubon 
Saturdays Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14 & April 11                                    
10:00 am – 11:00 am                                                                       Free 
Stop by the Nature Center Bird Viewing Area for a warm cup of       
bird- friendly coffee, tea or hot cocoa with Appalachian Audubon  
Society. Discover what birds visit our feeders most often and learn 
how to identify each one. Join us in observing and counting common 
feeder birds as part of Project FeederWatch. Pre-registration not        
required. 
 

Kids Discover: Rocks and Minerals (Ages 5-10)  
Saturday, January 24    
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm    $5 per child, chaperones are free 
Do you like rocks? Come explore the three types of rocks and what 
makes each one special. Witness how some rocks are soft, some rocks 
float and some rocks even glow! We’ll learn through stories and hands
-on demonstrations. Each participant will go home with a theme-
related book provided by Altrusa of South Central PA. Register 
online. 
 

Preschool Storytime: Winter at Wildwood!  
Wednesday, January 28     
10:00 am – 10:45 am                                     Free 
Join a Dauphin County Library System Librarian and Wildwood          
Environmental Educator for a fun story session for children ages 2-5.           
Register online. 
 

Pressed Flower Valentines  
Saturday, January 31    
10:00 am, 11:30 am or 1:00 pm                               $10 per participant 
Craft your very own unique hand-made         
valentine for that special someone. Using 
pressed flowers and other items from nature, 
this valentine is sure to impress! Registration 
fee includes all materials needed. All ages          
welcome; children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Timeslots are limited to 15 participants. 
Register online. 
 

Kids Discover: Groundhogs (Ages 5-10)  
Sunday, February 1                                         
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm                           $10 per child, chaperones are free 
Join a Naturalist to discover more about Groundhog Day and how the 
amazing groundhog spends the winter. Participants will even get to 
meet a live groundhog courtesy of our friends at Acorn Acres Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center. Register online. 

Upcoming Events 

Wild Recipes: Winter Foraging in Your Backyard  
Tuesday, February 3     
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm             $10 per participant 
Join Naturalists at Wildwood Park to learn how to make shagbark  
hickory syrup and a variety of winter teas. Samples of each edible treat 
will be provided. Register online.  
 

Beginner or Intermediate Fly-Tying Course with Trout Unlimited  
Thursdays, February 12 – March 19  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm               $50 per participant 
The Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited will hold a 6-week   
evening course on beginners fly-tying at the Olewine Nature Center. 
The class will be conducted on 6 consecutive Thursday evenings.    
Participants must be 14 years old, those under the age of 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Register online by February 9.  
 

Light & Airy Bouquets 
Saturday, February 14    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm               $60 per participant  
Dolores McGee, owner of D. McGee Design Studio, will share with 
you the simplest technique that will change 
how you put together a beautiful light and airy 
bouquet; a technique that will keep stems from 
shifting position as you work and help you  
control a lovely spiral twist. Take home your 
beautiful creation or gift it to someone special 
in your life for Valentines Day. All materials 
provided. Workshop is limited to 20            
participants. Register online by January 30. 
 

Introduction to Plarn  
Saturday, February 21    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm               $10 per participant 
Join Wildwood Volunteer Ann Pacey for an introduction to Plarn. Plarn 
is a word that combines the terms “plastic” and “yarn.” It is the process 
of creating a usable upcycled yarn out of plastic grocery bags.                 

Participants will learn how to make “plarn” out of 
their plastic bags at home and begin making a small 
bag. Participants who croquet should bring a size “N” 
crochet hook if they have one at home. Participants 
that knit should bring size 10 needles. Hooks and 
needles will be provided to those that need them. 
Register online.  
 

Winter Candle Making  
Saturday, February 28    
10:00 am – 12:00 pm                                                 $40 per participant 
Join Moonrise Candle Co. for a Winter Candle Making class, where 
you will get to make a 7.5 oz soy candle in the          
container of your choosing. Moonrise will be offering 
a variety of repurposed vessels from their Finds         
collection for you to pour in. Choose one of their  
winter fragrance blends, create your own blend, or 
keep it simple with a single fragrance–you are the 
candle maker! While you wait for the wax to harden, 
design your own match box to take home. Workshop 
is limited to 20 participants. Children under 18 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Register online.  
 

Spring Wreath Workshop  
Saturday, March 14     
8:30 am, 10:15 am, 12:00 pm & 1:45 pm      $30 per wreath 
Decorate a spring wreath out of natural materials. Everything will be 
supplied to make a wreath with decorations from nature, including 
cones, nuts and seed pods. Select from a variety of wreath bases      
including grape vines and wire frames. Participants may bring                
additional items and ribbon. Register online.   

Online Registration! 
Program registration is online at explorewildwoodpark.org/events/  

It’s easy! Click on the “Events” page, scroll through the list of programs, click to register.  
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Volunteer Spotlight: Jill Buhrman

Jill’s relationship with Wildwood Park began at a young 
age. She recalled her parents bringing her and her sister 
Jane to the Park to walk the trails early on. As a resident 
of Harrisburg, their proximity to the Park afforded the 
opportunity to visit regularly. As she matured, life took her 
in many directions due to work and family, which placed a 
gap in her visitation. 

Jill has a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She 
worked for many years with Social Services in the Office of 
Aging for Dauphin County. She started as a Case Worker 
and then moved into Supervisor/Management before 
retiring. About ten years ago she started coming back to 
Wildwood on a regular basis and she has been counting 
the birds for Project FeederWatch for the past three years. 
She comes weekly beginning in November and ending in 
April to sit quietly at the bird feeders inside the Exhibit Hall 
to count the birds that stop by during that timeframe. Staff 
approached Jill and asked for her assistance with this project 
and she was delighted for the opportunity to contribute. 
She also counts the birds at her own home. She has the 
usual suet, black oil sunflower seeds and niger feeders. Her 
mealworm feeder is a favorite of the bluebirds. 

It was Jill’s mother who instilled within her a desire to 
birdwatch. She was a bit of a “bird nerd” herself whose 
enthusiasm spread to her girls. They would watch birds from 
their kitchen window where they could view their backyard 
feeders easily. They’d also birdwatch on their camping trips. 
Some of her life-birds have been seen at Wildwood Park 
including: pileated woodpecker seen from the Bird Viewing 
Area inside the Exhibit Hall, both the Ruby-Crowned and 
Golden-Crowned Kinglets and several warblers.

This volunteer role 
was a perfect fit for 
Jill. Her daily walks 
at Wildwood always 
involve some form 
of birdwatching. She 
enjoys walking all the 
trails at Wildwood, 
but particularly the 
North Boardwalk, 
especially on busy days. 
Jill also participates 
in a number of craft 
workshops at the Park. 
She enjoys wreath 
making, birdhouse 
gourd workshops, 
flower pressing, painting at the park and candle making. She 
recently participated in the Friends’ Off the Beaten Path Bus 
Trip to Penn’s Cave and Shaver’s Creek. She expressed that 
these events are always a good time, one she enjoys sharing 
with her sister Jane. Jill thank you for your dedication to the 
birds and to Wildwood Park. Your smile always brightens up 
our day. 
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Winter Lecture Series

The Friends of Wildwood are excited to announce their 
2026 Winter Lecture Series line-up. Please take special note 
of the dates and times. The series will include three lectures 
centered on the topic of Homesteading. Registration for the 
lectures is encouraged so weather-related cancellations can be 
emailed to participants. 

Intro to Homesteading: Start Where You Are
Tuesday, January 27 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Drew Jacobs from Once Upon a Tiny Farm will dive into 
why we homestead, why you should start and how you can 
create a year-round garden space in just 400 square feet. 
Hear how Drew converted his own ½ acre backyard into 
a flourishing farm and the lessons learned along the way. 
Learn how to grow real food, start small and build a life you 
love. 

Intro to Beekeeping
Tuesday, February 10 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Gary Carns, President of the Capital Area Beekeepers’ 
Association (CABA), will dive into the basics of beekeeping, 
why you should keep bees, and what products you can make 
with your honey and wax. Learn from Gary’s experiences 
as an 8th generation beekeeper who maintains 300 colonies 
and was named the 2022 PA Beekeeper of the Year. Discover 
how beekeeping can be a mutually beneficial relationship 
between you and the bees.

Food Preservation 
Tuesday, February 24 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Diane Kovach from Shale Hollow Farmstead will teach 
you about various food preservation methods including 
dehydrating, freeze drying, water bath and pressure canning 
methods. Diane will tell you about her farmstead in Palmyra 
and her experiences raising goats as well. 
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you about various food preservation methods including 
dehydrating, freeze drying, water bath and pressure         
canning methods. Diane will tell you about her farmstead 
in Palmyra and her experiences raising goats as well.  

Holiday Shopping 
 
The Nature Shop has some great holiday gifts, including: 
Field Guides, Greeting/Holiday Cards, Children’s Books/
Toys and Hand-crafted Gifts 
including Puzzles, Ornaments, 
Jewelry, Journals, Painted Tiles 
and Carved Birds. Don’t miss 
the Wildwood Park related 
swag items either, including 
hats, stickers and magnets.             
Memberships make great      
holiday gifts too! Memberships 
support the ongoing programs 
and conservation efforts of 
Wildwood Park and the Olewine Nature Center.  
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The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

A Word from Wildwood  
can be sent electronically to  
Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
Help save paper and money! GO GREEN! 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

Memorial Bricks 
 
In 2007, the Friends of Wildwood established the       
Memorial Brick Walkway to celebrate the 100th        
Anniversary of Wildwood Park. The Walkway is part of 
the Memorial Garden located near the Olewine Nature 
Center. 
 
Memorial bricks can be purchased at any time to      
commemorate a special event in someone’s life such as 
birthdays, anniversaries, honoring a friend or family 
member or remembering someone special, including 
your pets.  

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

Environmental Pioneers at   
Wildwood Park (Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 & Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and incorporated 
within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and financial support. 

Membership Benefits

Your membership supports the ongoing programs and 
conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin 
Olewine III Nature Center.

Your Membership provides the following:
•	 Reciprocal membership with more than 100 nature 

centers throughout the country that participate in the 
Association of Nature Center Administrators

•	 Subscription to A Word From Wildwood quarterly 
newsletter

•	 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases

Knowing you:
•	 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people annually
•	 Have a direct impact on local and migratory wildlife, 

wild plants and the diverse people living in our 
community

•	 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for future 
generations
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Interested in receiving weekly emails on 
programming in all Dauphin County 
Parks? Scan this QR code with your 
smartphone and click on the yellow 
“E-Newsletter Sign-Up” Button. 

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are 
final and all proceeds directly benefit the projects and 
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Have you considered Wildwood Park in your estate planning? 

Sign up to receive the  
newsletter electronically  

 

     A Word from Wildwood  
 

   can be sent electronically to  
   Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
   Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

 

Thinking of Giving to Wildwood? 
Here are 7 ways to give to Wildwood.   

All are tax deductible.  
Details at explorewildwoodpark.org/support/ 

 

1. Become a Member or give the gift of         
membership 

2. Make a donation 
3. Make a bequest 
4. Purchase a Memorial 

Brick 
5. Contribute to      

Wildwood’s           
Endowment 

6. Sponsor a program 
7. Volunteer your Time  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing                 

environmental education programs and conservation 
efforts of Wildwood Park and the Benjamin Olewine 

III Nature Center. 
 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational opportunities and 

programs that reach 10,000 people annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the diverse 
people living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

 

Junior Naturalist Day Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Monday, July 17—Friday, July 21   
 
Outdoor Week (ages 12-14)   
Monday, July 31—Friday, August 4  

 
Camps are $165 per child and run                

9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Space is limited, register online at   

explorewildwoodpark.org/summer-day-camps/  
 

Many camps are already at capacity. For next 
year, registration begins in early January. 

Environmental Pioneers 
(Ages 15-17) 
 
Thursday July 6 &          
Friday, July 7 
9:00 am—3:00 pm  
Cost is $65 per teen 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

 

Litter Clean-Up!
Kick off the spring season with litter clean up along 
Industrial Road on Saturday, March 14 from 10:00am until 
1:00pm. We will take all the help we can get! The autumn 
defoliation and the winter winds generate a large quantity 
of trash that blows in from 
the surrounding areas. 
Tools and work gloves 
will be provided as well 
as litter grabbers to aid in 
collection. Refreshments will 
be available after the event. 
This program is part of the 
Park Rx series of programs 
sponsored by Highmark Blue 
Shield. The event is free, 
however, pre-registration 
required online. 

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Sign up to receive the  
Newsletter electronically  

 

A Word from Wildwood  
can be sent electronically to  
Friends of Wildwood members.  
 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 
Help save paper and money! GO GREEN! 

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
Reciprocal membership with more than 100   
nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 
Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 
10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
Knowing you: 
 Support outdoor educational and recreational 

opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  

migratory wildlife, wild plants and the people 
living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  

future generations 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

 
 

 
 

Ways to Give 
All are tax deductible  

          Online 
            Visit explorewildwoodpark.org/donate-now  

 
 

Cash or Check                Sponsor a Program 
 
Become a Member  
  Or give the gift of membership 
 

 

 Make a Bequest            Endowments 
 
Memorial Bricks 
  Remember a friend, or loved one  
 

           Volunteer Your Time  

The Friends of Wildwood is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization listed with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations, and     
incorporated within the Commonwealth of PA. It is an advocate for Wildwood Park through preservation, education and         
financial support.  

Membership Benefits 
Your membership supports the ongoing programs 

and conservation efforts of Wildwood Park and the 
Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center. 

 

Your Membership provides the following: 
• Reciprocal membership with more than 100   

nature centers throughout the country that      
participate in the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators 

• Subscription to A Word From Wildwood      
quarterly newsletter 

• 10% discount off all Nature Shop purchases 
• Knowing you: 

 Support outdoor educational and recreational 
opportunities reaching over 100,000 people  
annually 
 Have a direct impact on local and  
migratory wildlife, wild plants and the people 
living in our community 
 Preserve Wildwood Park, now and for  
future generations 

Interested in receiving weekly emails on  
programming in all Dauphin County Parks? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone and 
click on the yellow “E-Newsletter Sign-Up” 
Button.  

Show your support for Wildwood Park by sporting some 
Wildwood-themed apparel! Order at your convenience 
from our online store at https://bit.ly/3LwL1uk 
 

Orders will take 2 weeks to process and will be available 
for pick-up at the Nature Center after email confirmation 
or shipped to you for additional costs. All sales are final 
and all proceeds directly  benefit the projects and      
programs sponsored by the Friends of Wildwood.  

 
Ways to Give 

All are tax deductible  

          Online 
            Visit explorewildwoodpark.org/donate-now  

 
 

Cash or Check                Sponsor a Program 
 
Become a Member  
  Or give the gift of membership 
 

 

 Make a Bequest            Endowments 
 
Memorial Bricks 
  Remember a friend, or loved one  
 

           Volunteer Your Time  

Litter Clean-Up! 
 
Kick off the spring season with litter clean up along  
Industrial Road on Saturday, March 14 from 10:00am 
until 1:00pm. We will take all the help we can get! The 
autumn defoliation and the winter winds generate a 
large quantity of trash that blows in from the              
surrounding areas. Tools and work gloves will be               
provided as well as litter 
grabbers to aid in collection.                      
Refreshments will be            
available after the event. This     
program is part of the Park Rx 
series of programs           
sponsored by Highmark Blue 
Shield. The event is free, 
however, pre-registration   
required online.  

 

Wednesday Wellness Walks 
 
Did you know Wildwood has an active Wednesday 
Wellness Group that walks almost every Wednesday in 
a given calendar year? 
 

Consider joining the group of like-minded individuals 
for a moderately-paced walk around Wildwood Lake. 
You can choose to walk with one of two groups. One 
group sets out along the Towpath Trail walking there 
and back, a 2 mile round trip. The second group walks 
the entire loop trail, a 3.1 mile round trip. Each walk is 
free of charge, however, registration is required in order 
to send out information on weather-related                
cancellations. Dogs are welcome as long as they are on 
a leash.  

Nature Center Holiday Schedule 
 

The Nature Center is open from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
and is closed on Mondays, Dec. 24th-25th and Jan. 
1st.   

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically 
to Friends of Wildwood members.  
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov 

Weekly Wellness Walks
Did you know Wildwood has an active Wellness Group that 
meets almost every week in a given calendar year?

Consider joining the group of like-minded individuals for 
a moderately-paced walk around Wildwood Lake. You can 
choose to walk with one of two groups. One group sets out 
along the Towpath Trail walking there and back, a 2 mile 
round trip. The second group walks the entire loop trail, a 
3.1 mile round trip. Each walk is free of charge, however, 
registration is required in order to send out information on 
weather-related cancellations. Dogs are welcome as long as 
they are on a leash.

Nature Center Holiday Schedule
The Nature Center is open from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and 
is closed on Mondays, Dec. 24th-25th and Jan. 1st.  

A Word from Wildwood can be sent electronically to Friends of 
Wildwood members. 
Email wwstaff@dauphincounty.gov
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MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarrss  ffoorr    
tthheessee  uuppccoommiinngg  eevveennttss!!  

WWiinntteerr  LLeeccttuurree    
SSeerriieess    

Tuesdays Jan. 27, 
Feb. 10 & Feb. 24 

7:00pm—8:30pm  

  

BBoonnssaaii    
WWoorrkksshhoopp  

Sun. March 8 
12:00pm—3:00pm 

PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt                            
EExxhhiibbiitt  

Tues. Dec. 9—            
Sat. Jan. 24 

10:00am—4:00pm  


